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A Message
from the President

Greetings, welcome back, and welcome 
to first-time SILL attendees!

The Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning (SILL) enters its 40th year in 
2011. We’ve planned activities to commemorate this 40th Anniversary 
and there will be ample opportunities for you, seasoned attendees and 
those new to SILL, to join in the celebration. Over these years SILL has 
garnered a reputation for presenting stimulating educational programs on 
important topics that you have indicated time and again are important in 
helping you keep apace in our ever-changing world. Our 2011 program 
promises the high quality speakers and substantive content you have 
come to expect.

Much has transpired on the world stage since SILL completed its 2010 
season.  Your SILL programmers have been dedicated this summer to 
structuring a 2011 slate featuring presenters, many of whom are regulars 
from the global corridors of power, who will bring you “insider” views 
on key issues along with prospective assessments of what they mean at 
home and abroad. We expect 2011 to be another banner year for SILL 
– and you!

Thank you for your support in 2010. SILL attendance exceeded our “best 
case” projections. In addition, many of you made generous contributions 
to Friends of SILL, which provides significant assistance in recruiting 
worldwide experts while helping SILL maintain ticket prices that are 
among the lowest in Greater Sarasota.

We thank the many SILL Volunteers and the SILL Board of Directors who 
together provide perhaps the most valuable components – through their 
time, their energy and their ideas – and are the linchpin of our success. 
SILL remains unique in Greater Sarasota as an all-volunteer organization, 
i.e. no paid staff. 

We are always eager to add new volunteers to SILL’s talent pool. I assure 
you that no matter what skills and time you have to share, SILL would 
benefit from your involvement. If you wish to become a SILL volunteer, 
please contact any member of our Board or visit us on the Internet at www.
sillsarasota.org, for more information.

We trust you will enjoy the 2011 SILL 40th Anniversary season as much 
as we enjoy presenting it to you. 

	 Chet Thompson, President G3G2 www.si l lsarasota.org

The Diplomacy
of Barack Obama

*January 7 Music program see p M2
** Pick up in person starting Dec 13 while supplies last

10:30 AM in person 
at Players Theatre

2 Free Tickets at Players Theatre
838 N Tamiami Trail **

10:30 AM Live Simulcast� on your 
computer You must pre-register at

www.heraldtribune.com/sill by January 4th

2:30 PM in person at Venice�
Community Center

2 Free Tickets at Paper Pad Store
327 W. Venice Ave **

Jerry Pubantz
Dean of the Lloyd
International Honors College, 
Professor of Political Science,
University of North Carolina
at Greensboro

Thursday, January 6, 2011

For more details visit:
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Something Old and Something New   
2011 marks the Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning’s 40th an-
niversary and SILL is having a SILL-a-bration! SILL will present 
to the entire community SILL-a-bration Days, an expression of 
gratitude for four decades of enthusiastic support and to attract 
new audience members. On January 6 and 7, SILL-a-bration 
Days will offer free Global Issues and Music Mondays lectures 
to live audiences in both Sarasota and Venice.  In addition, the 
general public will be able to sign up to watch via the internet free 
simulcasts of the Sarasota Global Issues lecture on January 6 
and the Music Mondays presentation on January 7.

	 Also new for 2011: simulcasts of the Sarasota Music 
Monday series!  Because of the expanding interest in the Thurs-
day Global Issues series simulcasts, and with more retirement 
communities signing on for next year, SILL will now offer the 
popular music series too.

	 Looking back, many of us did not live in the Sarasota area 
40 years ago and are not aware of SILL’s roots. When Evelyn 
Duvall, PhD, and a group of like-minded residents launched SILL 
in 1972 they had a modest goal: To provide an opportunity for 
post-career residents to be exposed to new ideas and information 
through small discussion groups meeting for 5 or 6 weeks.  They 
originally focused on topics relating to history, religion, public 
policy, the arts, gardening and personal finances. These early 
SILL Board members, primarily retired educators, were expected 
to define topics, design a syllabus and lead the discussions.

	 In its first decade SILL volunteers imbued SILL with an 
ethos of exploration. Some topics were tried and abandoned.  
Those that drew the greatest audience interest coalesced around 
the broad areas of public policy, international relations and mu-
sic, and the current program offerings of Global Issues and Music 
Mondays are direct descendents of that early audience interest. 
Eventually, this led to recruiting expert speakers from all over the 
country to inform the growing and ever more demanding SILL 
audience.  As the rush of “high season” visitors and part-timers 
swelled, SILL scheduled its lecture series January through March 
to capture this larger audience. An audience of a few hundred 
each year has grown to over 25,000 in 2010.

	 Despite this remarkable growth, the spirit of the SILL 
founders prevails: To innovate, explore and adapt to the times 
and its audience.  In recent years SILL has offered pre-registra-
tion, a website, e-mail messaging, pre-lecture infomercials, an 
expanded and more informative program brochure, and most 
recently, simulcasts to area retirement communities. 

	 SILL’s innovation and exploration continues. It is exciting 
to imagine what the next 40 years will bring.  Stand by, better yet, 
get onboard!

MUSIC MONDAYS
12 Lectures  January 10 - March 28, 10:30 am 

Holley Hall, 709 North Tamiami Trail

GLOBAL ISSUES  Series I
12 Lectures  January 11- March 29, 10:30 am

Players Theatre, 838 North Tamiami Trail

GLOBAL ISSUES  Series II
12 Lectures  January 12 - March 30, 10:30 am

Players Theatre, 838 North Tamiami Trail

GLOBAL ISSUES  Series III
12 Lectures  January 13 - March 31, 10:30 am

Players Theatre, 838 North Tamiami Trail

GLOBAL ISSUES  Series I
12 Lectures  January 11 - March 29, 2:30 pm

Venice Community Center, 326 S. Nokomis Avenue

GLOBAL ISSUES  Series II
12 Lectures  January 14 - April 1, 10:00 am

Venice Community Center*, 326 S. Nokomis Avenue

*	Jan 21, Mar 4 
	 lectures at 
	 Venice Theatre

Pages G12-G13
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JANUARY 11

JANUARY 18

JANUARY 25
Cracks in the Kremlin Wall   Russia’s greatest sources of 
power are in reality strategic vulnerabilities and weakness-
es. The energy and natural resources giant has feet of clay. 
Dr. Robert Barylski will comment on Putin’s reception for the 
spies President Obama expelled and Russian speculation on 
the death of a defector living in Sarasota. 

FEBRUARY 1
Energy Exploration and the Environment: Lessons from the 
BP Oil Disaster Dr. Douglas Rader will discuss what went 
wrong with the BP Macondo well, the implications of the 
resulting oil disaster and the lessons to be learned. Dr. Rader 
will explore the factors that both exacerbated and limited its 
impacts as a foundation for considering options for success-
ful long-term restoration and management of the Gulf.

FEBRUARY 8
The Immigration Debate: Federal versus State Authority 
in the Immigration Wars Despite the blow dealt by a fed-
eral judge to Arizona’s tough immigration law, lawmakers and 
activists continue to back similar measures in states across 
the country. The failure of Congress to act on immigration 
legislation has caused some important economic problems 
as well as public safety issues. Muzaffar Chishti will discuss 
these issues. 

Saudi Arabia and U.S. - Iranian Tensions Saudi Arabia is 
becoming a powerful player on the world stage. Dr. Jean-
Francois Seznec will evaluate the role of Saudi Arabia in 
Persian Gulf tensions. He will review how Saudi economic 
power factors into the Iran - U.S. - Saudi triangle and examine 
how the U.S. and Saudi Arabia view each other and work to-
gether, if at all, in countering Iranian goals.

FEBRUARY 22
Searching for Stability ln recent years the United States has 
engaged in not just training, but also creating armed forces, 
police, and judicial systems in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq and, 
to a degree, Haiti. Dr. Richard Millett will examine: How suc-
cessful have we been and what are the future prospects? 

MARCH 1

Backing the Right Vision for Afghanistan:  America’s 
Critical Challenge Competing visions for a future Afghanistan 
are more complex than our media would suggest. Americans 
should have a clearer understanding of the players and their 
goals. Amb. Kenton Keith will explore this issue.

MARCH 8
CIA from Its Inception to the War on Terror Frederick P. Hitz, 
author and former Inspector General of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA), discusses the CIA’s real mission, exam-
ining how the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the rise 
of Islamist terrorism have altered its role and introduced ele-
ments of law enforcement and special military operations into 
its profile.

MARCH 15

Obama and the Roberts Court Robert Barnes will discuss 
the conflict between President Obama and the Supreme 
Court. The tension is only expected to rise as the court, the 
most conservative branch of government, begins to consider 
Obama’s progressive agenda. Obama also has the potential to 
transform the court itself, as he could have the opportunity to 
nominate more than two justices.

MARCH 22

MARCH 29

Relations between Iran and the U.S.: Confrontation or 
Rapprochement? Dr. Moshen Milani will discuss the status 
of U.S.-Iranian relations during the Obama Administration 
and evaluate the consequences of a possible military confron-
tation between Iran and the U.S.

Will Turkey Ever Get into the EU?   French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy has long blocked Turkey’s entry into the EU.   France 
has frustrated Turkey’s EU hopes. But what if Turkey’s EU 
accession talks fail? Dr. Soner Cagaptay postulates: This 
will be a disaster, ending Turkey’s consolidation as a liberal 
democracy, with dangerous consequences for the West, 
including France.

G6 G7

For more speaker & topic details visit our web site

www.sillsarasota.org

Obama and the Middle East: Preoccupation or Obsession? 
President Obama has focused most of his foreign policy 
energy on addressing Middle East challenges. Dr. Jerry 
Pubantz examines: Has this preoccupation paid off for the 
region, the world, or American interests? Have other pressing 
global problems been neglected? Will the obsession about 
Middle East peace that has eluded presidents for 60 years 
prove to be Obama’s greatest victory or defeat?

FEBRUARY 15
Challenges and Opportunities in Unfolding U.S.-Chinese 
Relations China is developing economically and becoming a 
growing consumer of world resources. Stephen Dachi will 
examine: How will the U.S.-China relationship evolve as China 
increasingly projects its influence in the world?

Global Issues Series I
Tuesdays, 10:30 am

Players Theatre



JANUARY 26
Inconvenient Truths: Russia and Afghanistan The events 
of 9/11/2001 resulted in a U.S. decision to attack terrorists 
wherever they may reside.  Osama bin Laden’s operations are 
based in Afghanistan where U.S. military strikes are now un-
derway. Russia fought Islamic extremists in Afghanistan from 
1979-1989. Dr. Robert Barylski will examine how Russia’s 
dealing with the Iranian dictatorship since 1979 can teach the 
U.S. some lessons on how to conduct our operations in this 
part of the world.

FEBRUARY 2
Challenges to Sustainability in the Changing Gulf
Dr. Douglas Rader examines the long-term implications of 
the BP oil disaster in the context of other forces shaping the 
Gulf of Mexico, including rising seas and intensifying storms. 
Dr. Rader will consider challenges to sustainable management 
of the shared waters and resources of the Gulf, and outline 
high-value Gulf management policies.

FEBRUARY 9
Immigration Policy and Politics Immigration has, once 
again, become a hotly contested public policy issue.  For a 
nation of immigrants, America has always been ambivalent 
about immigration.  While it has enabled America to grow and 
prosper, immigration results in changes that can be unset-
tling and divisive.  The recent events in Arizona have high-
lighted the challenge of state’s rights versus Federal laws. 
Muzaffar Chishti will discuss these issues.

The Arab States of the Persian Gulf vs. Iran The Arab States, 
which comprise the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC), are 
becoming increasingly worried about a potential nuclear Iran.  
Dr. Jean-Francois Seznec will discuss the relationships be-
tween Iran and some of the GCC states. He will focus on the 
competition between Iran and the GCC, the race towards nucle-
ar technology, and the role of the U.S. in these relationships.

FEBRUARY 16

FEBRUARY 23
Central America: Peace Without Security The end of wars 
in Central American countries has decreased, rather than 
increased, the security of the population. The appearance of 
gangs, drug trafficking and other forms of violence has left 
individuals feeling less safe. Dr. Richard Millett will examine 
the implications for the U.S.

MARCH 2
Pakistan’s Internal Fault Lines: What They Mean for the 
Region and for America’s Policy Goals Violent domestic 
conflicts and a vigorous political Islam in a nuclear state that 
believes itself to be in a permanent state of war with another 
nuclear state combine to present the West with a nightmare 
challenge. Amb. Kenton Keith will examine: What should the 
U.S. be aiming for in its relations with Pakistan?

MARCH 9
Whither CIA? How does the intelligence community effec-
tively fight non-state Islamist terror in the 21st Century? 
Frederick P. Hitz, author and former Inspector General of the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), explores the future of the 
intelligence community and the CIA. 

MARCH 16
The Judiciary in Transition The real work of the federal 
judiciary takes place in district and appeals courts. Presi-
dent George W. Bush nominated younger, more conservative 
judges. Now it is Obama’s turn, and he has been met by 
Republican resistance and delay. A partisan gridlock on judges 
seems part of the future, no matter which party is in control. 
Robert Barnes will discuss this issue.

MARCH 23

MARCH 30

The Future of Iran’s Green/Reform Movement Dr. Moshen 
Milani will discuss the short-term and long-term implications 
of the disputed presidential elections of June 2009 on Iran’s 
reform movement.

Turkish Foreign Policy in a New Era: Will Turkey Remain 
a Friend of the United States? Policy differences caused by 
Ankara’s religious point of view continue to emerge between 
Turkey and the U.S. Some argue that Washington should 
simply ignore Turkey. Ankara’s potential for disrupting U.S. 
objectives should be a serious concern for Washington. 
Dr. Soner Cagaptay examines this issue.

China, Emerging Power: Foe, Rival or Partner of the United 
States? China has become an Asian economic and political 
super-power. lts quest for world resources already brings it 
into competition with the U.S. and the West. lt is fast develop-
ing a navy to match the military strength of its land, air, and 
missile forces. Stephen Dachi will examine the dynamics of a 
changing relationship.
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Global Issues Series II
Wednesdays, 10:30 am

Players Theatre

Barack Obama’s Foreign Policy in the Second Half  In the 
United States, Presidents make foreign policy. However, Con-
gresses and elections matter too. Now that the midterm elec-
tions are over, Dr. Jerry Pubantz examines: How successful 
has President Obama been in pursuing his foreign and military 
policy goals overseas and on Capitol Hill? How will his policies 
change as the political clock ticks closer to November 2012?

JANUARY 12

JANUARY 19

G8 G9



JANUARY 20

JANUARY 27
Afghanistan: Is It Worth It? Can It Be Done? Amb. Ronald Neumann 
was U.S. ambassador in Afghanistan from 2005 to 2007. He 
will reflect on his own experiences and what he found when 
he returned in May 2010. He will address the importance of 
the fight and whether success is possible in a country that has 
shown itself so difficult for outsiders to comprehend.

FEBRUARY 3
Global Economy - After the Storm Europe and the U.S. appear 
locked into a prolonged period of low growth, high unemploy-
ment and heavy debt, while the emergent economies are pow-
ering forward and the world appears headed for a new balance 
of economic and possibly political power. Martin Walker will 
ask: Is this process set in stone, or can the West recover?

FEBRUARY 10
Broken Government  Dr. Norman Ornstein will examine why 
we have a higher level of dysfunction in how our govern-
ment operates than at any time in many decades. We have 
more partisanship, rancor and ideological division. What, if 
anything, can and should be done about it?

The Dr. Margaret L. Bates Lecture

The Future of NATO The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
was established in 1949 to defend against a Soviet attack. 
Since 1999, NATO has added 12 members and created part-
nerships across the Mediterranean and into the Asia-Pacific 
region to combat terrorism, nuclear proliferation, piracy, and 
cyberwar.  Dr. James Goldgeier will examine: Is a military alli-
ance based on a partnership between the U.S. and Europe the 
right tool for responding to the threats of the 21st century?

FEBRUARY 17

FEBRUARY 24
Energy:  Beyond the Politics of Petroleum
Molly Williamson will explore key factors in energy and 
energy policies, concepts of energy independence and energy 
security, and examine what is required to transition to the 
energy future of the planet.

MARCH 3

China’s New Foreign Policy As China has gained in world 
status, its foreign policy has become more outwardly 
focused.  As China’s world power has advanced, so have its 
ambitions of dominance characterized by its attempts to con-
trol the South China Sea. The recent crisis over North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons is an example of China’s increasing new role 
in global diplomacy. Gordon Chang will discuss the situation.

MARCH 10
U.S. - Mexican Relations:  Closest Friend and Nearest En-
emy  The U.S. and Mexico share a 2000 mile border and more 
than 200 years of bilateral relations.  The economic prosperity 
of both countries is undermined by the increase in transna-
tional crime, drug trafficking and illegal migration. Dr. Jennie 
Lincoln will examine:  How are the current administrations 
of President Obama and President Calderon addressing these 
problems?  What is working and what is not?

MARCH 17
A Region in Flux: The Koreas, China and Japan Donald 
Gregg, ambassador to South Korea 1989-1993, also lived and 
worked in Japan for ten years when he was with the CentraI 
Intelligence Agency. He is chairman emeritus of The Korea 
Society. Amb. Gregg has visited North Korea five times, and is an 
advocate of dialogue with that isolated and dangerous country.

MARCH 24

MARCH 31

The FDA: Does Science Trump Politics? The new leadership 
at the Food and Drug Administration has promised to use 
science as the basis of its decision making. The FDA has 
fallen from being an admired and respected agency to one 
that is always behind the curve on major public health issues. 
Ira Loss will examine: What steps have been taken to fix the 
FDA?  Will they work?

Why the Scorpion Stings: Goldman Sachs and the U.S. 
Financial Collapse 17-year Wall Street trader/executive 
William D. Cohan takes on the street’s leading and most 
profitable investment house, Goldman Sachs. Cohan answers 
the questions: Who are they? How have they survived for 
141 years? Did Goldman cause or exacerbate the financial 
collapse? Is this firm morally corrupt with respect to its deal-
ing with customers and competitors?lran in Transition  Dr. Ray Takeyh, an expert on Iran, 

presents a survey of lranian domestic political dynamics and 
the country’s alleged quest for nuclear weapons.
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Global Issues Series III
Thursdays, 10:30 am

Players Theatre
JANUARY 13

Israel, Palestine and the United States:  Why Is It So Hard 
to Make Peace?  Amb. Phil Wilcox will examine the decades 
old Israeli-Palestinian struggle. Israel faces a deep identity 
crisis over the meaning of Zionism and the goal of a 
“Jewish, democratic state”. Palestinians are also deeply 
divided between the pragmatic Palestinian Authority, and the 
Islamist Hamas. Ambassador Wilcox will assess the current 
situation and prospects for the future.

G10 G11

For more speaker & topic details visit our web site

www.sillsarasota.org



SEMINARS
January 13 - March 10 

Thursdays 2-5 pm
G.WIZ Museum

“93% of SILL Attendees
Have a Bachelors Degree

or Higher” 
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JANUARY 20

JANUARY 27
Thinking Regionally in the Persian Gulf:  Iran, Iraq and the 
Arabian Peninsula America is withdrawing combat troops 
from Iraq. However, the power relationships between Iraq, 
Iran and the Arab States of the Arabian Peninsula remain 
key components of world economic health, due to the free 
flow of oil, and to U.S. strategy in the region. Amb.Ronald 
Neumann served throughout the area in his long foreign 
service career including in Iraq, Iran, the UAE and as Ambas-
sador to Bahrain.  He will discuss the key factors the U.S. 
needs to consider as it plans its national security policy in the 
Persian Gulf region in the aftermath of the Iraq war.

FEBRUARY 3
Can the Euro Survive? Europe’s sovereign debt crisis has 
exposed a flaw at the heart of the euro project - the difficulty 
of combining a single currency and monetary policy across 
a group of sovereign nations with vastly different economic 
and social policies and very different economic structures. 
The U.S. manages this diversity among its states through a 
common federal tax system and payment transfers. Martin 
Walker will examine: Can Europe do the same, or is there 
another way to combine national sovereignty and a common 
currency?

Transatlantic Relations and the Rise of Asia The rise of great 
powers and dynamic economies in Asia has undermined the 
dominance of the West in world affairs. Dr. James Goldgeier 
will examine: What impact will the shift in global power have 
on relations between the United States and Europe?

FEBRUARY 24

MARCH 3
Emerging Issues in China China’s rapid economic growth 
has resulted in a number of problems including increas-
ing demands for energy, inadequate healthcare, increasing 
pollution, a widening rural-urban income gap, and water 
shortages.  Additionally, in less than fifteen years, China will 
have 30 million more men of marriageable age than women.  
An aging population will also tax China’s limited resources. 
Gordon Chang will discuss these issues.

MARCH 10
Challenges for U.S. - Mexico: Drug Trafficking, Migration and 
Economic Relations Dr. Jennie Lincoln will look at the pros 
and cons of current policies in both Mexico and the U.S. to 
address the growing problems of transnational crime, drug 
trafficking and illegal migration from Mexico to the U.S.  Both 
countries are accusing each other of not doing enough to 
stem the tide of violence and devastation that results from 
these problems.  What can be done and what should the next 
steps be in U.S.-Mexican relations?

The 3 E’s:  Energy, Environment, and the Economy
The world demand for energy will increase by as much as 
50% by 2035, with the U.S. as the single largest consumer of 
oil. How do we balance economic development with energy 
needs and environmental concerns? Molly Williamson will 
explore the interrelationships of these three elements and the 
ramifications for policy makers.

JANUARY 13
The Israeli-Palestinian Struggle, the Larger Middle East 
Conflict, and the United States The Middle East, especially 
its core Israeli-Palestinian conflict, has presented Wash-
ington’s most intractable foreign policy challenge for 
decades. Amb. Philip Wilcox will examine: Are the related 
problems of Israel, Palestinians, Lebanon, Syria, Iran, and 
Iraq insoluble? Or, has the United States been hobbled by 
ideology, misconceptions, and domestic politics in dealing 
with this region?  What can and should be done to protect 
U.S. vital interests in this volatile region?

FEBRUARY 17
lran: Internal Turmoil, Nuclear Aspirations, and Challenges 
to U.S. Foreign Policy lranians demand internal political 
changes, and the country rejects American and internation-
al pressures to halt the apparent development of nuclear 
weapons. Dr. Ray Takeyh will examine: What are the U.S. 
challenges and opportunities for altering Iran’s abhorrent 
behavior and creating a dialogue with lran?

G12 G13

Politics and Policy in Washington 
in 2011 and 2012

Dr Norman Ornstein, a national political 
expert, will look at how Obama, Democrats 
and the Republicans, after a midterm election 
has changed the dynamics, will handle both 
the policy agenda ahead and the looming 
presidential campaign.

The lecture  will be held at The Sarasota Yacht Club. 
Time and ticketing information will be published on the 
SILL web site www.sillsarasota.org.

Special SILL 
Luncheon Lecture

FEBRUARY 10



Robert Barnes studied journalism at the University of Flor-
ida and worked for the former Clearwater Sun, 
the Associated Press and the St. Petersburg 
Times before becoming a reporter and editor 
at The Washington Post. For over 20 years, he 
has covered politics, government and, since 
November 2006, the Supreme Court for The 
Washington Post. 

 
As Deputy National Editor in charge of domestic policy, he super-
vised coverage of the Supreme Court, Justice Department, the 
census, demographics and race. As Political Editor during the 
first term of the Clinton administration, Barnes coordinated cov-
erage of national politics, the White House and Congress. He also 
served as Metropolitan Editor, directing the Post’s local coverage 
of the District, Maryland and Virginia. 

Barnes returned to reporting in August 2005 as a political reporter 
and columnist and began covering the Roberts Court in its sec-
ond term. He took a brief break to cover the presidential race 
during the summer and fall of 2008 and returned to covering the 
court after the election. Recently, Barnes covered the nominations 
of Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan.

Dr. Soner Cagaptay is a senior fellow and director of the 
Turkish Research Program at The Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. He has written ex-
tensively on U.S.-Turkish relations, Turkish do-
mestic politics, and Turkish nationalism. He has 
published in scholarly journals and major inter-
national print media, including The Wall Street 
Journal, Middle East Quarterly, Middle Eastern 
Studies, Los Angeles Times, The Washington 

Post, and Newsweek. He appears regularly on Fox News, CNN, 
NPR, Voice of America, al-Jazeera, BBC, CNN-Turk, and al-Hurra. 

A historian by training, Dr. Cagaptay wrote his doctoral disser-
tation at Yale University (2003) on Turkish nationalism. Dr. Ca-
gaptay has taught courses on the Middle East, the Mediterranean, 
and Eastern Europe at Yale and Princeton. His spring 2003 course 
on modern Turkish history was the first such course offered by 
Yale in three decades. From 2006-2007, he was Ertegun Profes-
sor at Princeton University’s Department of Near Eastern Studies. 
He has also been a visiting professor at Georgetown University’s 
School of Foreign Service. 

Dr. Cagaptay is the recipient of numerous honors, grants, and 
chairs, among them the Smith-Richardson, Mellon, Rice, and 
Leylan fellowships, as well as the Ertegun chair at Princeton. He 
also serves as chair of the Turkey Advanced Area Studies Pro-
gram at the State Department’s Foreign Service Institute.

Gordon G. Chang has lived and worked in China and Hong 
Kong for almost two decades, most recently 
in Shanghai, as Counsel to the American law 
firm Paul Weiss and previously in Hong Kong 
as Partner in the international law firm Baker 
& McKenzie. His writings have appeared in 
The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
The International Herald Tribune, Commentary, 
The Weekly Standard, National Review, and 

Barron’s. He is a columnist at Forbes.com. 

He has spoken at Columbia, Cornell, Princeton, Yale, and other 
universities and at The Heritage Foundation, the Brookings Insti-
tution, the Cato Institute, RAND, the American Enterprise Insti-
tute, the Council on Foreign Relations, and other institutions. He 
has given briefings at the National Intelligence Council, the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, the State Department, and the Pentagon. 
He has also spoken before industry and investor groups includ-
ing Bloomberg, Sanford Bernstein and Credit Lyonnais Securities 
Asia. Chang has appeared before the U.S.-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission and has delivered to the Commis-
sion a report on the future of China’s economy.

He is the author of The Coming Collapse of China and Nuclear 
Showdown: North Korea Takes On the World. 

Dr. Robert Barylski is an Associate Professor in the De-
partment of Government and International Re-
lations at USF Sarasota and former Dean of the 
university.  He has an undergraduate degree 
in political science from Brown University and 
graduate degrees in Russian area studies and 
political science from Harvard.  

An expert on civil-military relations in Russia, 
he published The Soldier in Russian Politics: 

Duty, Dictatorship and Democracy under Gorbachev and Yeltsin. 
He travels to Russia frequently and speaks and writes on politi-
cal and economic reconstruction in the former Soviet Union. He 
is particularly interested in the development of the oil resources 
in Russia and the newly independent nations on its borders. In 
recent years, he has become one of the leading experts on Rus-
sian policy towards states and peoples of Islamic heritage. He has 
also spoken to SILL audiences on the rise of tycoons in the Rus-
sian economy and the relationships between Russia, China and 
Iran. He has made occasional expert contributions to the Voice of 
America for broadcast to the greater Caspian region and partici-
pated in U.S. policy symposia at the U.S. Central Command.

For more speaker & topic details visit our web site
www.sillsarasota.org
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS

Muzaffar Chishti is a lawyer and director of the Migration 
Policy Institute’s office at New York University 
School of Law. His work focuses on U.S. im-
migration policy, the intersection of labor and 
immigration law, civil liberties, and immigrant 
integration. Prior to joining MPI, Mr. Chishti 
was Director of the Immigration Project of the 
Union of Needletrades, Industrial & Textile Em-
ployees (UNITE). Mr. Chishti currently serves 

on the Boards of Directors of the National Immigration Law Cen-
ter, the New York Immigration Coalition, and the Asian American 
Federation of New York. He has served as Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the National Immigration Forum, and as a member 
of the Coordinating Committee on Immigration of the American 
Bar Association.
 
Chishti has written and testified before Congress on immigration 
policy issues. In 1992, as part of a U.S. team, he assisted the Rus-
sian Parliament in drafting its legislation on forced migrants and 
refugees. He is a 1994 recipient of the New York State Governor’s 
Award for Outstanding Asian Americans and is a 1995 recipient 
of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.  Mr. Chishti was educated at 
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi; the University of Delhi; Cornell Law 
School; and the Columbia School of International Affairs.

Stephen F. Dachi is a foreign affairs specialist and con-
sultant who served the U.S. Foreign Service in 
Asia, Central Europe and Latin America from 
1967 to 1996. Currently he is Chair for South 
Asian Area Studies at the Foreign Service Insti-
tute of the Department of State. He is a Profes-
sorial Lecturer at The Elliott School of Interna-
tional Affairs at George Washington University 
where he teaches Political Islam. 

During his career as a foreign service officer, Stephen Dachi served 
as Minister Counselor at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, India, 
Consul General of the United States in São Paulo, Brazil, Deputy 
U.S. Permanent Representative to the Organization of American 
States, as well as Director for Latin America and the Caribbean 
and later as Acting Director for Near East, North Africa and South 
Asia at the U.S. Information Agency. He has been a Visiting Senior 
Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies and at 
the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service.  

Since the fall of 2006 he has been presenting lectures and semi-
nars on Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, the U. S. Army National Ground Intelligence Center, the 
United States Coast Guard, the Office of Naval Intelligence and the 
National Geospatial Intelligence Agency.

Dr. James Goldgeier is a senior fellow at the Council 
on Foreign Relations and a professor of politi-
cal science and international affairs at George 
Washington University. After receiving his Ph.D. 
from the University of California at Berkeley, he 
was a visiting fellow at Stanford University’s 
Center for International Security and Coopera-
tion and an assistant professor. In 1995-96, he 
was a Council on Foreign Relations International 
Affairs Fellow serving at the State Department 

and on the National Security Council staff. 

He has been a visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution, Whit-
ney H. Shepardson Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, 
the Henry A. Kissinger scholar in foreign policy and international 
relations at the Library of Congress, a public policy scholar at 
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and a W. 
Glenn Campbell and Rita Ricardo-Campbell National Fellow and 
the Edward Teller National Fellow at the Hoover Institution.  

Dr. Goldgeier is the author of Leadership Style and Soviet For-
eign Policy (Johns Hopkins, 1994), and Not Whether But When: 
The U.S. Decision to Enlarge NATO (Brookings, 1999). He co-
authored (with Michael McFaul) Power and Purpose: U.S. Policy 
toward Russia after the Cold War (Brookings, 2003). His most 
recent book (co-authored with Derek Chollet) is America Between 
the Wars: From 11/9 to 9/11 (Public Affairs, 2008).

William D. Cohan, a former award-winning investigative 
newspaper reporter in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
worked on Wall Street for seventeen years. He 
spent six years at Lazard Frères in New York, 
becoming Vice President.  He was a director 
in the Mergers & Acquisitions Group at Merrill 
Lynch and a Managing Director at JPMorgan 
Chase.

Mr. Cohan offers audiences a unique, close-up perspective of the 
greatest financial crisis since the Great Depression. He combines 
deep knowledge of the investment banking world with fine story-
telling skills. His most recent book about Wall Street, House of 
Cards: A Tale of Hubris and Wretched Excess on Wall Street, lays 
out in gory detail how the current financial crisis began with the 
collapses of Bear Stearns and Lehman Brothers. 

His book, The Last Tycoons: The Secret History of Lazard Frères 
& Co., won the 2007 Financial Times/Goldman Sachs Business 
Book of the Year Award for its candid revelations about how Wall 
Street works. It edged out Alan Greenspan’s Age of Turbulence for 
the award. He writes regularly for major publications, is a contrib-
uting editor for Bloomberg TV and in January he will begin writing 
a regular business column in The New York Times.
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Amb. Donald P. Gregg  joined the Central Intelligence Agency 
after graduating from Williams College and over 
the next quarter century was assigned to Japan, 
Burma, Vietnam and Korea. He was special 
assistant to the U. S. Ambassador to Korea 
from 1973-1975.

Gregg was appointed to the National Security 
Council staff in 1979, where he was in charge 

of intelligence activities and was subsequently given responsi-
bility for Asian policy affairs. In August 1982, he became then 
Vice President George H.W. Bush’s National Security Advisor. 
Upon retiring from the CIA, he was awarded the CIA’s highest 
decoration, the Distinguished Intelligence Medal. From 1980 to 
1989, Gregg also served as a professorial lecturer at Georgetown 
University, teaching a graduate-level workshop entitled “Force 
and Diplomacy”.

From September 1989 to 1993, Gregg served as the U.S. 
Ambassador to Korea. Prior to his departure from Korea, Gregg 
received the Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished 
Public Service, a decoration from the prime minister of Korea, 
and an honorary Ph.D. in international relations from Sogang 
University. In March 1993, Gregg retired from a 43-year career 
in the United States government and served as the president and 
chairman of The Korea Society until retiring in 2009. 

Amb. Kenton Keith retired from the United States Infor-
mation Agency (USIA) in 1997 with the rank 
of career minister. Previously he had been 
Director of the USIA Office of North African, 
Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs and had 
been Ambassador to the State of Qatar. After 
the USIA, he became Vice President of Merid-
ian International Center, a post from which he 
recently retired.

Ambassador Keith also served in Pakistan setting up and direct-
ing the Coalition Information Center in Islamabad. In Afghanistan 
he served as spokesman for the U.S. led coalition during combat 
operations there.   

He is active in many international organizations including the 
American Field Service, the Council on International Educational 
Exchange, Partners for Democratic Change, and the Alliance for 
International Educational and Cultural Exchange.  

A graduate of the University of Kansas, he lectures widely on 
public diplomacy, has testified before Congress, and serves as 
President of the Association of Black American Ambassadors. He 
has received many honors including two Presidential meritorious 
service awards, including one for his work at the 1991 Middle 
East peace conference in Madrid. He is a Chevalier in the French 
Order of Arts and Letters in recognition of his contribution to 
cultural exchanges between the United States and France. 

Dr. Jennie Lincoln is a Professor and the Coca-Cola 
Eminent Practitioner at the Sam Nunn School 
of International Affairs at the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology. Dr. Lincoln teaches U.S. 
Foreign Policy, U.S.- Latin American Relations, 
Latin American Foreign Policies and Latin 
American Politics and has taught Information 
Technology Policy for the School of Public 
Policy. Her research interests focus on uses 

of information technology to improve democratic initiatives in 
developing countries. She is also contributing to a research 
agenda on cultural competencies for U.S. military and diplomats.

She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from The Ohio State 
University and taught previously at Miami University (Ohio). 
Dr. Lincoln was a Fulbright Professor in Costa Rica from 1984-
86 and was then Associate Director of the Latin American and 
Caribbean Program at the Carter Center before coming to Georgia 
Tech in 1993. 

Frederick P. Hitz, a graduate of Harvard Law School and 
Princeton University, is a Senior Fellow at the 
University of Virginia’s Center for National 
Security Law. Since 1998 he has been lectur-
ing at the Woodrow Wilson School of Princ-
eton University and at the University of Virginia 
School of Law and Department of Politics. He 
has served extensively in the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, including in the CIA’s clandes-

tine service, as Legislative Counsel to the Director of Central Intel-
ligence, and as Deputy Director for Europe in the Directorate of 
Operations. Mr. Hitz was appointed the first statutory Inspector 
General of the CIA by President George H.W. Bush. He served in 
that capacity from 1990-1998 when he retired. He was awarded 
the Distinguished Intelligence Medal by the Director of Central 
Intelligence in 1998 and received a Resolution of Commendation 
from the U.S. Senate upon the fifth anniversary of his tenure as 
CIA Inspector General in 1995. Among the many investigations he 
led at the CIA was the Aldrich Ames betrayal. 

His extensive writings include The Great Game: the Myth and 
Reality of Espionage, published by Knopf in 2004. In April, 
2008, a second book entitled Why Spy? Espionage in an Era of 
Uncertainty was published by St. Martin’s Press.
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Ira S. Loss is Executive Vice President and the senior health 
care analyst at Washington Analysis LLC. In this 
capacity he advises institutional clients, both 
foreign and domestic, about key legislative, 
regulatory and political issues that affect the 
health care industries. He also closely follows 
the activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which regulates the pharmaceutical, medi-
cal device, biotechnology, cosmetic and food 

industries, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
which set eligibility and reimbursement policy for the federally 
funded Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

Mr. Loss was a founder of Washington Analysis Corporation in 
1973. Prior to founding Washington Analysis, he served as se-
nior policy analyst for a consulting firm, Assistant Counsel for the 
American Insurance Association and as a Legislative Assistant to 
a Connecticut congressman. 

Mr. Loss holds a B.A. degree in history from the University of 
Connecticut. He also received a J.D. degree, with honors, from 
the National Law Center of The George Washington University 
and is a member of the Connecticut Bar Association.

Dr. Richard Millett, a Senior Fellow at the North-South 
Center, previously held the Oppenheimer Chair 
of Modern Warfighting Strategy at the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps University. He is Professor Emeritus 
of History at Southern Illinois University at Ed-
wardsville.

Dr. Millett graduated from Harvard and received 
his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of New 

Mexico. He did postdoctoral work at Ohio State University and is 
a graduate of the Air War College. He taught at Southern Illinois 
University from1966 through 1999. He has also taught at the Uni-
versity of Miami, St. Louis University, the Air War College, the 
Marine Corps University, Copenhagen Business School, and four 
universities in Colombia.

He has published over one hundred items, including Columbia’s 
Conflicts: The Spillover Effects of a Wider War (2002), Beyond 
Praetorianism: The Latin American Military in Transition(1996), 
and Searching for Panama(1993). His co-edited volume (with 
Orlando Perez and Jennifer Holmes) Latin American Democra-
cy: Emerging Reality or Endangered Species? was published by 
Routledge in January 2009. His articles have appeared in Foreign 
Policy, The Wilson Quarterly, Joint Forces Quarterly Journal of 
Inter-American Studies, Current History, The New Republic, and 
numerous other journals and newspapers. He has testified before 
Congress on 19 occasions.

Amb. Ronald E. Neumann is the President of the 
American Academy of Diplomacy. Formerly a 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, he served 
as Ambassador to Algeria, Bahrain and finally 
to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. Before 
Afghanistan, Mr. Neumann served in Baghdad 
from February 2004 with the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority. 

During his diplomatic career, Ambassador Neumann held the 
posts of Chief of Mission in Manama, Bahrain (2001-2004), and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Near East Affairs 
(1997-2000).  Between 1994 and 1997 Ronald Neumann was 
Ambassador to Algeria and Director of the Office of Northern Gulf 
Affairs. Earlier in his career, he was Deputy Chief of Mission in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and in Sanaa in Yemen, Prin-
cipal Officer in Tabriz, Iran and Economic/Commercial Officer in 
Dakar, Senegal. His previous Washington assignments include 
service as Jordan Desk Officer, Staff Assistant in the Middle East 
(NEA) Bureau, and Political Officer in the Office of Southern Euro-
pean Affairs.  He earned a B.A. in history and an M.A. in political 
science from the University of California at Riverside.

Ambassador Neumann’s book on Afghanistan, The Other War: 
Winning and Losing in Afghanistan was published in 2009.  He is 
the author of numerous monographs and articles. 

Dr. Mohsen M. Milani is Professor of Politics and Chair 
of the Department of Government and Interna-
tional Affairs at the University of South Florida 
in Tampa, Florida. Born in Tehran, he complet-
ed his high school and higher education in the 
U.S., and received his Ph.D. in Political Science 
from the University of Southern California. His 
book, The Making of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, 
has been used as required reading in many 

universities in the U.S., Europe, Japan, and Canada. The Persian 
translation of his book is one of the required readings for an exit 
course students must complete before graduating from the insti-
tutions of higher learning in Iran.   

Professor Milani has written more than fifty articles, book chap-
ters, and encyclopedia entries about the Persian Gulf, Iran’s revo-
lution, and Iran’s foreign and security policies. His latest publi-
cations include “Tehran’s Take: Understanding Iran’s U.S. Policy 
(Foreign Affairs, July/August 2009), “Iran’s Persian Gulf Policy” 
(in Contemporary Iran, Oxford University Press, 2009), “Iran’s 
Policy Toward Afghanistan” (Middle East Journal, 2006), “Iran-
Iraq Relations during the Pahlavi Era, 1921-79” (Encyclopedia 
Iranica, 2006). He has served as a research fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity, Oxford University’s St. Antony’s College, and the Foscari 
University in Venice, Italy. 
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Dr. Norman Ornstein holds an undergraduate degree 
from the University of Minnesota and  M.A. and 
Ph.D. degrees from the University of Michigan. 
A resident scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute for Public Policy Research, Dr. Orn-
stein is a long-time observer of Congress and 
politics. He writes a weekly column for Roll Call 
and is an election analyst for CBS News.

He serves as co-director of the AEI-Brookings Election Reform 
Project and participates in AEI’s Election Watch series. He also 
serves as a senior counselor to the Continuity of Government 
Commission recommending actions to be taken if the govern-
ment were to suffer a major disaster.  Dr. Ornstein led a working 
group of scholars and practitioners that helped shape the Mc-
Cain-Feingold Act that reformed the campaign financing system. 
He was elected as a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in 2004. 

His many books include The Permanent Campaign and Its Future 
(AEI Press, 2000); the co-authored The Broken Branch: How Con-
gress is Failing America and How to Get It Back on Track  (Oxford 
University Press, 2006); and most recently co-authored Vital Sta-
tistics on Congress 2008 (Brookings Institution Press, 2008).

Dr. Douglas N. Rader, the Environmental Defense Fund’s 
Chief Ocean Scientist, advises EDF’s Oceans 
Program leadership to leverage cutting-edge 
science in current projects and emerging ocean 
issues. Previously, Dr. Rader led efforts to pro-
tect and restore the marine and estuarine eco-
systems of the U.S. Mid-Atlantic, U.S. Southeast 
and the Caribbean, including stronger fisheries 

management policies, improved coastal habitat protection, and 
science-based networks of marine protected areas.  

Dr. Rader has also worked on marine issues, and on sustainable 
ocean energy in Cuba. He currently serves on the North Carolina 
Governor’s Scientific Advisory Committee on Offshore Energy. 
He chairs the Duke University Lemur Center’s Education Board, 
has chaired or co-chaired the South Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council’s Habitat and Environmental Management Advisory 
Panel, the North Carolina General Assembly’s Subcommittee on 
Offshore Energy Exploration, and has served on numerous advi-
sory boards and commissions. Dr. Rader worked previously for 
the State of North Carolina in a variety of environmental manage-
ment positions, including director of the state-federal Albemarle-
Pamilco Estuary Program. 

Dr. Rader earned his B.S. from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, his M.S. from the University of Washington, and his 
Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Dr. Jean-François Seznec is Visiting Associate Profes-
sor at Georgetown University in Washington 
after twenty years as an Adjunct Professor at 
Columbia University. His interests center on 
the influence of the Arab-Persian Gulf politi-
cal and social variables on the financial and oil 
markets in the region. He is focusing on the in-
dustrialization of the Gulf and in particular the 
growth of the energy-based industries such as 

petrochemicals, aluminum or steel. He is Senior Advisor to PFC 
Energy in Washington, DC. He holds a Master of International 
Affairs degree from Columbia University, a M.A. and Ph.D. from 
Yale University. He has published and lectured extensively and is 
interviewed regularly on TV, radio and newspapers worldwide.

Dr. Seznec has 25 years experience in international banking and 
finance of which ten years were spent in the Middle East, includ-
ing six years in Bahrain as a banker. Dr. Seznec is a founding 
member and Managing Partner of the Lafayette Group LLC, a 
U.S. based private investment company. He uses his knowledge 
of business in the Middle East and the United States to further his 
analysis of the Arab-Persian Gulf.

Dr. Jerry Pubantz was recently appointed Dean of the Lloyd 
International Honors College and is Professor of 
Political Science at the University of North Car-
olina at Greensboro. His writings include works 
on American foreign policy, the Middle East, 
Arab and Islamic affairs, the United Nations, 
international civil society and democratization, 
and U.S.-Russian Relations. He is the co-editor 
of the Encyclopedia of the United Nations, now 

in its second edition. He is also the co-author of The New United 
Nations: International Organization in the 21st Century, To Create 
a New World? and American Presidents and the United Nations. 
He was honored with Choice Magazine’s Outstanding Academic 
Title Award for 2000 by the American Library Association.
 
Dr. Pubantz appears regularly on local, national, and foreign me-
dia, including Radio Canada International and Sahar TV in Iran, 
to discuss American foreign policy and Middle East affairs. For 
several years he served as National Education Consultant to the 
Middle East Policy Council and directed the Council’s Teacher 
Workshops on the Arab World and Islam. He holds a Ph.D. from 
Duke University, and a Bachelor’s degree from the Foreign Service 
School at Georgetown University.

For more speaker & topic details visit our web site
www.sillsarasota.org
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Dr. Ray Takeyh holds a doctorate in modern history from 
Oxford University and is a senior fellow for Mid-
dle Eastern studies at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. His areas of specialization are Iran, 
the Persian Gulf, and U.S. foreign policy. 

Dr. Takeyh recently held the post of senior 
adviser to the special adviser for the Gulf and 
Southwest Asia at the U.S. Department of State. 

He was previously professor of national security studies at the 
National War College; professor and director of studies at the 
Near East and South Asia Center, National Defense University; fel-
low in international security studies at Yale University; and fellow 
at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 

Dr. Takeyh’s most recent book is The Guardians of the Revolution: 
Iran’s Approach to the World (Oxford University Press, 2009). 
Previous books include Hidden Iran: Paradox and Power in the 
Islamic Republic (Henry Holt, 2006) and The Origins of the Eisen-
hower Doctrine: The U.S., Britain and Nasser’s Egypt, 1953–1957 
(St. Martin’s Press, 2000). Dr. Takeyh has published in the major 
foreign affairs journals, and has testified frequently before vari-
ous Congressional committees.  His commentary has also been 
featured in many major newspapers and on the major television 
networks.

Amb. Philip C. Wilcox, Jr. is President of the Foundation 
for Middle East Peace, a Washington D.C. based 
foundation devoted to fostering peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians. Wilcox retired from 
the U.S. Foreign Service in September 1997 
after 31 years of service.

He graduated from Williams College with a B.A. 
in History in 1958, and obtained an LL.B. from 

the Stanford Law School in 1961. 

In the Foreign Service, he served at U.S. Embassies in Laos, 
Indonesia, and Bangladesh. His last overseas assignment was as 
Chief of Mission and U.S. Consul General, Jerusalem.

In the Department of State, Wilcox served as Special Assistant 
to the Undersecretary for Management, Deputy Director for UN 
Political Affairs in the Bureau of International Organization Affairs, 
and in the Bureau for Middle Eastern and South Asian Affairs as 
Director for Regional Affairs, Director for Israeli and Arab-Israeli 
Affairs and as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Middle 
Eastern Affairs. He also served as Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Intelligence and Research and as 
Ambassador at Large and Coordinator for Counter Terrorism.

He has been awarded the Department of State’s Meritorious, 
Superior, and Presidential Honor Awards.

Molly Williamson is a retired Foreign Service Officer with 
the rank of Career Minister. She was assigned 
March 2005 to the Department of Energy as the 
Senior Foreign Policy Advisor to the Secretary. 

In 2004-2005, Williamson served as interim 
ambassador in Bahrain. She was also assigned 
to special projects regarding Israel/Palestine, 
Iraq, and the United Nations. From 1999-2004, 

Williamson was Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce re-
sponsible for the Middle East, South Asia, Oceania and Africa, 
advancing trade relations with 86 countries and with a trade 
portfolio valued at over $120 billion/year. 

In 1996-1999, Williamson was Principal Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State, International Organizations Bureau responsible 
for the policy and programs affecting UN political and Security 
Council matters, peacekeeping and humanitarian operations. 
From 1993-95, Williamson was Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense responsible for the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia.  

She had numerous postings in the Middle East, including Chief 
of Mission and Consul General in Jerusalem during the Madrid 
Peace Process (1991-93). Molly Williamson, a native of Califor-
nia, has won numerous awards for her diplomatic achievements. 
She has studied both Hebrew and Arabic.

Martin Walker, is the Senior Director of the Global 
Business Policy Council, a private think-tank 
for CEOs founded by the A T Kearney business 
consultancy. He is also a syndicated columnist 
and Editor-in-Chief Emeritus of United Press 
International. He is a graduate of Balliol College 
at Oxford, England. 

Previously, in his 25 years as a journalist with 
The Guardian newspaper, he served as bureau chief in Moscow 
and the United States, as well as European editor and assistant 
editor. 

A regular broadcaster on the BBC, National Public Radio and CNN, 
and panelist on Inside Washington and The McLaughlin Show, 
he is also a senior scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars in Washington DC, a senior fellow of the 
World Policy Institute at the New School for Social Research in 
New York, and a contributing editor of the Los Angeles Times’ 
Opinion section and of Europe magazine.  

His books include Waking Giant: Gorbachev and Perestroika, The 
Cold War: A History, Clinton: The President They Deserve, and 
America Reborn (Knopf 2000).  He is also the author of a series 
of books based on a fictional detective in the Perigord region of 
France where he has a vacation home. 
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Proud to bring 
the top 2009
Florida
Magazine
Awards
home—
making SRQ
#1 on the
West Coast
of Florida.

AUDIENCE EXPERTISE      INNOVATIVE MEDIA      COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

A C C E S S

YOUEVER WANTED

TO KNOW

S H O P  B O U T I Q U E S   •   TO P  R E STAU R A N T S   •   N E I G H B O R H O O D S

produced by the editors of srq: sarasota’s premier magazine     srqmag.com

S A R A S O TA
ANNA MARIA
LO N G B OAT
BRADENTON
LAKEWOOD
R A N C H
SIESTA KEY
V E N I C E
DOWNTOWN

$11.99

EVERYTHING

featuring guides to
shopping, beaches
and parks plus the
history of the area T H E I N - R O O M  D E S T I N A T I O N  G U I D E  

“2009 BEST ANNUAL 
VISITORS PUBLICATION”

“2009 BEST OVERALL 
MAGAZINE”

“2009 BEST CUSTOM 
MAGAZINE”

LOCALLY GROWN. LOCALLY OWNED.
SRQMAG.COM

Announcing the newest addition to
our portfolio—CONVERGE: THE
SRQ ARTS AND CULTURE BOOK.
Capturing the power of Sarasota’s
dynamic arts and cultural organiza-
tions and creative assets. Distributed
annually by the Asolo Repertory
Theatre, Florida Studio Theatre, The
John and Mable Ringling Museum
of Art, Sarasota Ballet, Sarasota
Opera and Sarasota Orchestra.
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September 
16-26, 2010

October 
21-31, 2010

December 
2-12, 2010

January
13-23, 2011

February 
17-27, 2011

March 
10-20 2011

April 
14-24 2011

Congratulations!
The Herald-Tribune Media Group  

is proud to sponsor SILL-a-Bration and  

salute the 40 years of  

SILL contribution to our community.

Best wishes for SILL-a-Bration 2011!
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SEATING POLICY & OTHER NOTES MUSIC MONDAY SERIES
All Ticket Sales Are Final

LECTURE LOCATIONS & TIMES
Sarasota - Monday Music sessions are held at the Sarasota 
Orchestra’s Holley Hall, 709 N. Tamiami Trail; Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday Global Issues sessions are held at The Players 
Theatre of Sarasota, 838 N. Tamiami Trail.

To guarantee a seat, all Sarasota series ticket holders should be 
seated 15 minutes prior to the start of the lecture. Doors open 
40 minutes prior to the start of the lecture. All Sarasota lectures 
start at 10:30 am.

Venice - Global Issues sessions are held in the Venice Commu-
nity Center, 326 South Nokomis Avenue (next to Venice Public 
Library), except the January 21 and March 4 sessions, which will 
be held at The Venice Theatre, 140 West Tampa Avenue. Lectures 
start at 2:30 pm on Tuesdays and 10:00 am on Fridays. The Ven-
ice Music sessions are held on Mondays at 2:30 pm at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Congregation located at the northwest corner of 
Pinebrook Road and Edmondson Road.

SERIES TICKETS
The purchase of a series ticket entitles the holder to attend all of 
the lectures in that series.  In addition series ticket holders may be 
seated earlier than attendees purchasing Daily Tickets. 

SINGLE DAY ADMISSIONS
Daily Tickets to all lectures are $7 at the door. Payment may be by 
cash or check only. Because Sarasota lectures often draw a full 
house, daily tickets will not be sold until 15 minutes prior to the 
start of the lecture and will be limited to the seats available.

GLOBAL ISSUES SEMINARS
Seminars, limited to 30 attendees, are held at G.WIZ, 1001 
Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota on Thursdays from 2:00-5:00 
pm.  Tickets are $30 per seminar. Many seminars sell out in 
advance so you are encouraged to check availability on the day 
of the seminar. 

COMPACT DISC RECORDINGS
Compact discs of most Sarasota lectures at Holley Hall and The 
Players Theatre are available for $10 per lecture. Orders may be 
placed in the lobby at the end of each lecture.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING
Wireless hearing enhancement systems are available free of 
charge at Players Theatre and the Venice Community Center on 
a first come, first serve basis. Your driver’s license or credit card 
will be retained in the Ticket Office until the receiver is returned at 
the end of the lecture. 

Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning
1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, FL 34236

941-365-6404    www.sillsarasota.org

Advisory Board

The Music Monday series at SILL is produced and organized 
by an illustrious panel of Sarasota music luminaries chaired by 
June LeBell who was the first full-time female staff announcer 
on a major commercial classical music radio station in the coun-
try. In the course of almost 30 years at WQXR, June was the eve-
ning voice of the illustrious station in New York City, and hosted 
and produced several award winning programs. A professional 
singer, published author, columnist, and popular lecturer with a 
long-running series at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the con-
tacts she made among her interviewees has added to SILL’s abil-
ity to bring to Sarasota some of the world’s greatest performers 
and speakers in the classical music field. 

	 Edward Alley  is a conductor and music adminis-
trator. He was director of the renowned 7th Army Symphony 
in Europe, led 18 tours of the Goldovsky Opera Theater, was 
manager of the NY Philharmonic, and administered the Martha 
Baird Rockefeller Fund for Music. In Sarasota, he is President 
of the Board of Gloria Musicae, and Chairman of the grants 
and policy committee of the TDC (Tourist Development Coun-
cil) panel, responsible for distributing more than 1 million 
dollars to arts organizations in Sarasota County. 

	 Daniel Jordan, concertmaster of the Sarasota 
Orchestra and violinist in the Sarasota String Quartet, is also the  
assistant principal second violinist of the Santa Fe Opera 
orchestra. He received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from 
the Cleveland Institute of Music. 

	 Joy McIntyre, a much sought-after voice teacher and 
music pedagogue, has had a major career singing opera in Eu-
rope and teaching in the U.S. She is an active board member of 
SILL and the Sarasota Concert Association. 

	 Richard Storm is known to all as Sarasota’s 
Renaissance Man. He is a music critic for the Sarasota 
Herald Tribune, executive director of Key Chorale, baritone, free-
lance writer and marketing consultant.
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Global Issues Series I 
Tuesday

Global Issues Series II 
Friday

	 Obama and the Middle 	
	 East: Preoccupation 
	 or Obsession?
	 Dr. Jerry Pubantz

	 Cracks in the 
	 Kremlin Wall
	 Dr. Robert Barylski

	 Saudi Arabia
	 and U.S.-Iranian Tensions 
	 Dr. Jean-Francois Seznec

		  Energy Exploration
		  and the Environment:
	 Lessons from the BP Oil 	
	 Disaster Dr. Douglas N. Rader

	 Challenges and
	 Opportunities in
	 Unfolding U.S.- Chinese 	
	 Relations Stephen Dachi

	 Searching for Stability
	 Dr. Richard Millett

		  Backing the Right Vision 	
		  for Afghanistan:
	 America’s Critical Challenge
		  Amb. Kenton Keith 

	 CIA from Its Inception
	 to the War on Terror
	 Frederick P. Hitz

	 Obama and 
	 the Roberts Court
	 Robert Barnes

	 Will Turkey Ever Get
	 Into the EU?
	 Dr. Soner Cagaptay

		  Relations between Iran
		  and the US: Confrontation 	
		  or Rapprochement?
		  Moshen Milani

Laurel Road E I-75

Edmondson Road

E Venice Ave.

Pinebrook Road

Albee Farm
 Road 

Venice Avenue

Tampa Avenue

Milan Avenue

Turin Avenue

Nokom
is Avenue

Business 41

SILL PROGRAM LOCATIONS

Players Theatre 
838 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

Free Parking available at Players Theatre and Exhibition Hall 
parking lots (across from Players on N. Tamiami Trail)

$2 Parking at the lots east of Cocoanut

Sarasota Orchestra’s Holley Hall
709 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

G.WIZ
1001 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota

Venice Community Center
326 S. Nokomis Ave (next to Venice Public Library)

Venice Theatre
140 West Tampa Ave, Venice

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Venice
1971 Pinebrook Rd, Venice
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	 The Immigration Debate: 	
	 Federal versus State 
Authority in the Immigration
Wars  Muzaffar Chishti

G31 G32

	 The Future of NATO
	 Dr. James Goldgeier

	 Afghanistan: Is It 
	 Worth It? Can It Be Done?
	 Amb. Ronald E. Neumann 

	 Broken Government
	 Dr. Norman Ornstein

	 U.S. - Mexican Relations: 	
	 Closest Friend 
	 and Nearest Enemy
	 Dr.  Jennie Lincoln

	 A Region in Flux: 
	 the Koreas, China 
	 and Japan
	 Amb. Donald Gregg

	 The FDA: Does Science 	
	 Trump Politics?
	 Ira Loss

	 Why the Scorpion Stings: 	
	 Goldman Sachs and the 	
	 U.S. Financial Collapse
	 William D. Cohan

	 China’s New 
	 Foreign Policy
	 Gordon Chang

	 Iran in Transition
	 Dr. Ray Takeyh

	 Energy: Beyond the
	 Politics of Petroleum
	 Molly Williamson

	 Global Economy -
	 After the Storm
	 Martin Walker

	 Israel, Palestine and
the United States: Why Is It
So Hard to Make Peace?
	 Amb. Philip Wilcox
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Global Issues Series I 
Tuesday

Global Issues Series II 
Wednesday

Global Issues Series III 
Thursday

	 Barack Obama’s Foreign 		
	 Policy in the Second Half
	 Dr. Jerry Pubantz

	 The Future of NATO
	 Dr. James Goldgeier

	 Afghanistan: Is It Worth It? 	
	 Can It Be Done?
	 Amb. Ronald E. Neumann

	 Broken Government
	 Dr. Norman Ornstein

	 U.S. - Mexican Relations: 		
	 Closest Friend and Nearest
	 Enemy   Dr. Jennie Lincoln

	 A Region in Flux: The
	 Koreas, China and Japan
	 Amb. Donald Gregg

	 The FDA: Does Science
	 Trump Politics?
	 Ira Loss

	 Why the Scorpion Stings: 		
	 Goldman Sachs and 		
	 the U.S. Financial Collapse
	 William D. Cohan

	 China’s New 
	 Foreign Policy
	 Gordon Chang

	 lran in Transition
	 Dr. Ray Takeyh

	 Energy: Beyond the
	 Politics of Petroleum
	 Molly Williamson

	 Global Economy 
	 - After the Storm
	 Martin Walker

	 Israel, Palestine and the
	 United States: Why Is It
	 So Hard to Make Peace?
	 Amb. Philip Wilcox

	 The Arab States of the
	 Persian Gulf vs. Iran
	 Dr. Jean-Francois Seznec

	 Inconvenient Truths: 
	 Russia and Afghanistan
	 Dr. Robert Barylski

	 Challenges to Sustainability 	
	 in the Changing Gulf
	 Dr. Douglas N. Rader

	 Immigration Policy
	 and Politics
	 Muzaffar Chishti

	 The Future of Iran’s
	 Green/Reform Movement
	 Moshen Milani

	 Turkish Foreign Policy in a
	 New Era: Will Turkey Remain 	
	 a Friend of the United States? 
	 Dr. Soner Cagaptay

	 The Judiciary in Transition
	 Robert Barnes

	 Whither CIA?
	 Frederick P. Hitz

	 Pakistan’s Internal Fault  
	 Lines: What They Mean 
for the Region and for America’s 
Policy Goals   Amb. Kenton Keith

	 Central America:
	 Peace Without Security
	 Dr. Richard Millett

	 China, Emerging Power: 		
	 Foe, Rival or Partner 
	 of the United States?
	 Stephen Dachi
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	 Obama and the Middle East: 	
	 Preoccupation or Obsession?
	 Dr. Jerry Pubantz

	 Cracks in the Kremlin Wall
	 Dr. Robert Barylski

	 Saudi Arabia and
	 U.S. - Iranian Tensions
	 Dr. Jean-Francois Seznec

	 Energy Exploration and the 	
	 Environment: Lessons from 	
	 the BP Oil Disaster 
	 Dr. Douglas N. Rader

	 Challenges and Opportunities 	
	 in Unfolding U.S.- Chinese 	
	 Relations   Stephen Dachi

	 Searching for Stability
	 Dr. Richard Millett

	 Backing the Right Vision
	 for Afghanistan: America’s 	
	 Critical Challenge
	 Amb. Kenton Keith

	 CIA from Its Inception
	 to the War on Terror
	 Frederick P. Hitz

	 Obama and the Roberts 		
	 Court   Robert Barnes

	 Relations between Iran
	 and the US: Confrontation 
	 or Rapprochement?
	 Moshen Milani

	 Will Turkey Ever Get
	 Into the EU?
	 Dr. Soner Cagaptay

	 The Immigration Debate: 
	 Federal versus State 
	 Authority in the Immigration
	 Wars   Muzaffar Chishti

	
	 Leif Bjaland

	 Michael Lasser

	 Robert Sherman
	 & Martin Bookspan

	 Jacques d’Amboise

	 Marni Nixon

	 Lauren Flanigan

	
	 Robert White

	 William Bolcom
	 & Joan Morris

	 Robert Levin

	 Betsy & Fernando Traba

	 Martina Arroyo

	 Robert Ward

G33 G34
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All seminars 
are limited 

to 30 participants 
and will be held 

Thursdays
2:00 to 5:00 pm

at the G.WIZ Museum

January 13
The Israeli-Palestinian Struggle, 

the Larger Middle East Conflict, and the United States
Amb. Philip Wilcox

January 20
Transatlantic Relations and the Rise of Asia

Dr. James Goldgeier

January 27
Thinking Regionally in the Persian Gulf:

Iran, Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula
Amb. Ronald E. Neumann

February 3
Can the Euro Survive?

Martin Walker

February 17
lran: Internal Turmoil, Nuclear Aspirations,

and Challenges to U.S. Foreign Policy
Dr. Ray Takeyh

February 24
The 3 E’s: Energy, Environment, and the Economy

Molly Williamson

March 3
Emerging Issues in China

Gordon Chang

March 10
Challenges for U.S. - Mexico:

Drug-Trafficking, Migration and Economic Relations
Dr. Jennie Lincoln
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For more speaker & topic details visit our web site

www.sillsarasota.org
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		  QTY  x PRICE	 AMT.

 SARASOTA PROGRAM 

Mondays: Music Mondays	 x $75

Tuesdays: Global Issues Series I	 x $75

Wednesdays: Global Issues Series II	 x $75

Thursdays: Global Issues Series III	 Sold 	   Out	

 VENICE PROGRAM

Mondays: Music Mondays (8 lectures)	 x $45

Tuesdays: Global Issues Series I	 x $60

Fridays: Global Issues Series II 	 x $60

All above Series are 12 lectures 
unless otherwise noted

 SEMINARS

Jan 13	 Amb. Philip Wilcox	 x $30

Jan 20	 Dr. James Goldgeier	 x $30

Jan 27	 Amb. Ronald E. Neumann	 x $30 

Feb 3	 Martin Walker	 x $30 

Feb 17	 Dr. Ray Takeyh 	 x $30

Feb 24	 Molly Williamson	 x $30

Mar 3	 Gordon Chang	 x $30

Mar 10	 Dr. Jennie Lincoln	 x $30                                 

TICKET TOTAL

Friends of SILL
(Tax Deductible Contribution)	

                                      TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED		    $

For sessions where seats are available, tickets will be sold at 
the door. Single lectures $7, Seminars $30. 

SUBSCRIPTION TICKET
ORDER FORM

G37 G38
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	 Leif Bjaland 

	 Robert Levin

	 Robert White

	 Michael Lasser

	 Lauren Flanigan

	 Marni Nixon

	 William Bolcom			 
	 & Joan Morris

	 Robert Sherman	
	 & Martin Bookspan

VENICE
Music Monday
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







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                          Sponsored by the Sarasota Manatee Jewish Housing Council   
                                           Assisted Living Facility #AL8951 

941.921.3696
www.newbalancesarasota.com 

1872 Stickney Point Road, Sarasota, FL

8204 Tourist Center Dr., University Park, FL

What makes our Fit Specialists so special? Maybe 
it’s that we measure both feet, analyze your gait 
and offer every length and width imaginable. Or 
maybe it’s just that we’re such good listeners.

Visit us to see the entire New Balance Shoe and Apparel collection! 
Hard to fit feet is our specialty! We have a HUGE selection of sizes 
and widths including a very narrow 4A to a wide 6E. Our fit experts 
will find the perfect shoe for you and your lifestyle! 

CONSIDER US THE
INTERPRETERS.
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Global Issues Series I
Tuesdays, 2:30 pm

Venice Community Center

G42 G43

JANUARY 11

JANUARY 18

JANUARY 25
Cracks in the Kremlin Wall Russia’s greatest sources of 
power are in reality strategic vulnerabilities and weakness-
es. The energy and natural resources giant has feet of clay. 
Dr. Robert Barylski will comment on Putin’s reception for the 
spies President Obama expelled and Russian speculation on 
the death of a defector living in Sarasota. 

FEBRUARY 1
Energy Exploration and the Environment: Lessons from the 
BP Oil Disaster Dr. Douglas Rader will discuss what went 
wrong with the BP Macondo well, the implications of the 
resulting oil disaster and the lessons to be learned. Dr. Rader 
will explore the factors that both exacerbated and limited its 
impacts as a foundation for considering options for success-
ful long-term restoration and management of the Gulf.

FEBRUARY 8
The Immigration Debate: Federal versus State Authority 
in the Immigration Wars Despite the blow dealt by a fed-
eral judge to Arizona’s tough immigration law, lawmakers and 
activists continue to back similar measures in states across 
the country. The failure of Congress to act on immigration 
legislation has caused some important economic problems 
as well as public safety issues. Muzaffar Chishti will discuss 
these issues. 

Saudi Arabia and U.S. - Iranian Tensions Saudi Arabia is 
becoming a powerful player on the world stage. Dr. Jean-
Francois Seznec will evaluate the role of Saudi Arabia in Per-
sian Gulf tensions. He will review how Saudi economic power 
factors into the Iran – U.S. - Saudi triangle and examine how 
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia view each other and work together, 
if at all, in countering Iranian goals.

FEBRUARY 22
Searching for Stability ln recent years the United States has 
engaged in not just training, but also creating armed forces, 
police, and judicial systems in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq and, 
to a degree, Haiti. Dr. Richard Millett will examine: How suc-
cessful have we been and what are the future prospects? 

MARCH 1

Backing the Right Vision for Afghanistan: America’s 
Critical Challenge Competing visions for a future Afghanistan 
are more complex than our media would suggest. Americans 
should have a clearer understanding of the players and their 
goals. Amb. Kenton Keith will explore this issue.

MARCH 8
CIA from Its Inception to the War on Terror Frederick P. 
Hitz, author and former Inspector General of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), discusses the CIA’s real mission, 
examining how the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the 
rise of Islamist terrorism have altered its role and introduced 
elements of law enforcement and special military operations 
into its profile.

MARCH 15

Obama and the Roberts Court Robert Barnes will discuss 
the conflict between President Obama and the Supreme 
Court. The tension is only expected to rise as the court, the 
most conservative branch of government, begins to consider 
Obama’s progressive agenda. Obama also has the potential to 
transform the court itself, as he could have the opportunity to 
nominate more than two justices.

MARCH 22

MARCH 29

Relations between Iran and the U.S.: Confrontation or 
Rapprochement? Dr. Moshen Milani will discuss the status 
of U.S.-Iranian relations during the Obama Administration 
and evaluate the consequences of a possible military confron-
tation between Iran and the U.S.

Will Turkey Ever Get into the EU?  French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy has long blocked Turkey’s entry into the EU.   France 
has frustrated Turkey’s EU hopes. But what if Turkey’s EU 
accession talks fail? Dr. Soner Cagaptay postulates: This 
will be a disaster, ending Turkey’s consolidation as a liberal 
democracy, with dangerous consequences for the West, 
including France.For more speaker & topic details visit our web site

www.sillsarasota.org

Obama and the Middle East: Preoccupation or Obsession? 
President Obama has focused most of his foreign policy 
energy on addressing Middle East challenges. Dr. Jerry 
Pubantz examines: Has this preoccupation paid off for the 
region, the world, or American interests? Have other pressing 
global problems been neglected? Will the obsession about 
Middle East peace that has eluded presidents for 60 years 
prove to be Obama’s greatest victory or defeat?

FEBRUARY 15
Challenges and Opportunities in Unfolding U.S.-Chinese 
Relations China is developing economically and becoming a 
growing consumer of world resources. Stephen Dachi will 
examine: How will the U.S.-China relationship evolve as China 
increasingly projects its influence in the world?



enice PROGRAM

Global Issues Series II
Fridays, 10:00 am

Venice Community Center

G44 G45

JANUARY 21*

JANUARY 28
Afghanistan: Is It Worth It? Can It Be Done? Amb. Ronald Neumann 
was U.S. ambassador in Afghanistan from 2005 to 2007. He 
will reflect on his own experiences and what he found when 
he returned in May 2010. He will address the importance of 
the fight and whether success is possible in a country that has 
shown itself so difficult for outsiders to comprehend.

FEBRUARY 4
Global Economy - After the Storm Europe and the U.S. appear 
locked into a prolonged period of low growth, high unemploy-
ment and heavy debt, while the emergent economies are pow-
ering forward and the world appears headed for a new balance 
of economic and possibly political power. Martin Walker will 
ask: Is this process set in stone, or can the West recover?

FEBRUARY 11
Broken Government Dr. Norman Ornstein will examine why 
we have a higher level of dysfunction in how our government 
operates than at any time in many decades. We have more 
partisanship, rancor and ideological division. What, if any-
thing, can and should be done about it?

The Future of NATO The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
was established in 1949 to defend against a Soviet attack. 
Since 1999, NATO has added 12 members and created part-
nerships across the Mediterranean and into the Asia-Pacific 
region to combat terrorism, nuclear proliferation, piracy, and 
cyberwar.  Dr. James Goldgeier will examine: Is a military alli-
ance based on a partnership between the U.S. and Europe the 
right tool for responding to the threats of the 21st century?

FEBRUARY 18

FEBRUARY 25
Energy:  Beyond the Politics of Petroleum
Molly Williamson will explore key factors in energy and 
energy policies, concepts of energy independence and energy 
security, and examine what is required to transition to the 
energy future of the planet.

MARCH 4*
China’s New Foreign Policy As China has gained in world 
status, its foreign policy has become more outwardly 
focused.  As China’s world power has advanced, so have its 
ambitions of dominance characterized by its attempts to con-
trol the South China Sea. The recent crisis over North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons is an example of China’s increasing new role 
in global diplomacy. Gordon Chang will discuss the situation.

MARCH 11
U.S. - Mexican Relations:  Closest Friend and Nearest En-
emy  The U.S. and Mexico share a 2000 mile border and more 
than 200 years of bilateral relations.  The economic prosperity 
of both countries is undermined by the increase in transna-
tional crime, drug trafficking and illegal migration. Dr. Jennie 
Lincoln will examine:  How are the current administrations 
of President Obama and President Calderon addressing these 
problems?  What is working and what is not?

MARCH 18
A Region in Flux: The Koreas, China and Japan Donald 
Gregg, ambassador to South Korea 1989-1993, also lived and 
worked in Japan for ten years when he was with the CentraI 
Intelligence Agency. He is chairman emeritus of The Korea 
Society. Amb. Gregg has visited North Korea five times, and is an 
advocate of dialogue with that isolated and dangerous country.

MARCH 25

APRIL 1

The FDA: Does Science Trump Politics? The new leadership 
at the Food and Drug Administration has promised to use 
science as the basis of its decision making. The FDA has 
fallen from being an admired and respected agency to one 
that is always behind the curve on major public health issues. 
Ira Loss will examine: What steps have been taken to fix the 
FDA?  Will they work?

Why the Scorpion Stings: Goldman Sachs and the U.S. 
Financial Collapse 17-year Wall Street trader/executive 
William D. Cohan takes on the street’s leading and most 
profitable investment house, Goldman Sachs. Cohan answers 
the questions: Who are they? How have they survived for 
141 years? Did Goldman cause or exacerbate the financial 
collapse? Is this firm morally corrupt with respect to its deal-
ing with customers and competitors?

*lecture held at Venice Theatre
lran in Transition Dr. Ray Takeyh, an expert on Iran, presents 
a survey of lranian domestic political dynamics and the coun-
try’s alleged quest for nuclear weapons.

JANUARY 14
Israel, Palestine and the United States:  Why Is It So Hard 
to Make Peace? Amb. Philip Wilcox will examine the decades 
old Israeli-Palestinian struggle. Israel faces a deep identity 
crisis over the meaning of Zionism and the goal of a 
“Jewish, democratic state”. Palestinians are also deeply 
divided between the pragmatic Palestinian Authority, and the 
Islamist Hamas.   Ambassador Wilcox will assess the current 
situation and prospects for the future.

www.sillsarasota.org

The Dr. Margaret L. Bates Lecture
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$5000+ Angel
Mr Sol Berg

$1000+ Benefactor
Harvey E. Gutman

$500+ Patron
Robert A.M. Coppenrath
James & Pat Ericson
Joe M. Henson
Richard Seidel
Robert J. Wilk
Dr & Mrs George H. Wood
Robert A. & Jeanne K 
Young

$100+ Sponsor
Mr & Mrs Elliot L. Aronin
Bruce & Ann Bachmann
William Baldwin
Dr Bruce L. Ballard
Bernard Berkman
Donald H. Bernstein
Aaron H. Brenner
Murry Brochin

Garnett Campbell
Dr & Mrs Sid Carroll
Dr &  Dr Alec and Irene 
Cass
Mr & Mrs Carmine Cipolla
Ms Gloria H. Cohn
Carl Davidson
Ms Beverley I Dennis
Philip & Kathryn Dierstein
Mr William L. Edelman
Robert Fechtor
William & Nancy Field
Mr Herman Frankel
Mr Leon Gainsboro
Ms Patty Gelfman
Ms Doris J. Glick
Mr & Mrs Robert Goldman
Ruth Goldmann
Mr & Mrs David Gorton
The Bruce & Adele 
Greenfield Foundation
Benjamin & Judith 
Handelman
Beverly A. Harms
Malcolm Hay

Mr & Mrs Frank 
& Christine Heider
Mr Jack Heller
Dr & Mrs Eli W. Lane
Joan Lieberman
Anne & Andy Livingston
Marks & Donna Lockhart
Mr & Mrs Bruce B. 
Mackey
Mr & Mrs Donald 
Markstein
Ms Jean M. Martin
Mr Charles Merrill
Dr & Mrs Shan A. 
& Mary Mohammed
Linda & Lee 
Morgenlander
Judy & Eric Mower
Marilyn & Irving Naiditch
Kenneth J. & Susan 
Newmark
Mr Fred & Gilda Nobel
Mr & Mrs Allen Ocker
Mr Warren O’Neill
Mr Clark Orr

Friends of SILL Honor Roll

Ms Geraldine Phillips
Mr & Mrs Martin D. Rich
Mr & Mrs Fred Richman
Barry E. Safir
Mr & Mrs Douglas D. 
Salmon
Mr & Mrs William Sandy
Joan W. Sarney
Richard Sauter
Mr Werner Schuele
Mr & Mrs Bernard 
Schuman
Mr & Mrs James L. 
Schwartz
Mr & Mrs Frank Simmons
Ted & Mary Ann Simon
Mr David Snyder
Mr Alan Stone
Martin Strobel
Mr Jack D Sukin
Mr & Mrs James Symons
Ms Mary Testa
Chet & Jewel Thompson
Mr David L. Weltman
Bruce & Naomi Wertheimer
Mr Jerrold Wexler
Tom & Carol Williams

$50+ Friend
June & Martin Albaum
Ms Sandra Baker
Mr & Mrs Allen Barkey
Mr & Mrs Robert Basist
Mr Herbert Bauer
Mr & Mrs Marc Bazilian
Ms Gale Bell
Mr Robert Berns
Mr Robert E Blumenthal
Ms Shirley E. Booth
Mr & Mrs Robert 
Brownstein
Marilyn & Robert Burke
Mr & Mrs James F. 
Campbell
Ms Elaine Carlson
Dr & Mrs Daniel Casden
Ms June L. Cassidy
Mrs James W. Chapman
Helen Charash
Dr & Mrs Sidney Clyman
Mr & Mrs B.B. Coles
William & Linda Cotter

Ray & Ilda Deming
Mr & Mrs John Duffett
Mr & Mrs Irwin Eisenfeld
Ms Nancy Eisenstat
Dean & Anne Estabrook
Barbara & Oscar Feldman
Mickey Fox
Mr John Frueh
Ms Carol Lee Gilbert
Michele & Harold Glazer
Barbara & Bruce Godt
Mr & Mrs Marvin 
Goldblatt
Mr Robert Goldschmidt
Mr Jerome Goldstein
Joseph Golov
Mr Howard Gordon
Mr Ray Gordon
Ms Barbara Grauer
Mr & Mrs Dan Grodofsky
Norman & Barbara Gross
Mr & Mrs Dave Halpin
Mr Fred Hamlin
Nancy & John Harris
Mr Bill Hart
Dr & Mrs Robert & Delsa 
Hirsch
Mr Arnold S. Hoffman
Mr Donald H. Kallman
Mr David M. Kaplan
Joel Kaplan
Mr & Mrs Robert Kendall
Mr Ken R. Klemmer
Mr David Koehlinger
Mr Robert Lawrence
Mr Edward Levi
William Levine
Mr Norman Lewis
Ms Sherry & Larry 
Linhart
Mr & Mrs Will Lorry
Elliott & Miriam Lyon
Mr & Mrs Sanford 
Mackman
Ms Carole Malone
Mr Edwin Margolius
Dr & Mrs William F. 
McCully
David G Miller
Irwin & Diane Miller
Mr & Mrs Robert 
& Samantha B. Nagel

Joann Nevyas
Ms Lila M. Niemi
William B Olson
Pat & Joe Ondrick
Mr & Mrs Alan 
Papernick
Mr & Mrs Stanley 
Pelletz
Ms Alice W. Rau
Robert & Joan Ravin
Mr & Mrs Ray Resnick
Gerald & Margot 
Robinson
Mr & Mrs Robert F. 
Roney
Warner Rosenthal
Barbara Rosin
Mary L Rosner
Mr Stanford H. Ross
Mr Jerome Rothstein
Mr Donald C. Ryberg
Mr & Mrs Harvey 
Sabinson
Susan & Sam 
Samelson
Mr Kenneth Satir
Mr & Mrs Elliot 
Schubiner
Mr & Mrs B. Robert 
Schwartz
Sam Seager
Micki Sellman
Ms Sue Silton
Mr Myron S Silver
Ms Jane T. Smiley
Norman Sommers
Dr & Mrs Stephen S. 
Stambler
Mr & Mrs Alan F. 
(Beverly) Stone
Ms Laura Vajda
L. Donald & Helaine 
Weinstein
Susan & Richard Wellek
Mr & Mrs Stanley G. 
Werner
Ms Nancy Wiener
Mr Ben F. Wilder
Mrs Mary Lou Winnick
Robert & Linda Winter

SILL is a volunteer organization, totally funded by ticket sales, the 
support of institutional sponsors and the generous contributions 
from its friends.

We want to recognize Mr. Sol Berg for his years 
of generous contributions.

We also want to thank the many Friends of SILL 
whose names appear below for helping us to main-
tain the high quality and reasonable cost of our 
programs. The listing is for donations received 

between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010.

Although space constraints only allow acknowledgement of 
contributions at and above the $50 level in this booklet, all 
contributions are gratefully appreciated.

Tax deductible donations to SILL can be added to the “Friends of 
SILL” line at the bottom of your order form. Donations may also 
be given to a SILL board member at any lecture or you may mail 
your check to:	 SILL Registrar, Box 219, 8499 S. Tamiami Trail,
	 Sarasota, FL 34238

Thank you for being a Friend of SILL.

FRIENDS OF SILL
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Volunteer support is paramount to SILL being in a position 
to continue offering the Global Issues and Music Series that 
audiences have enjoyed over the past 39 years.  

For every lecture a full complement of volunteers is required 
to ensure everything runs smoothly.  They include the parking 
facilitators, ushers, greeters, ticket sales and/or logistics admin-
istrators, as well as others.  

While the Global Issues and Music Series run January through 
March, the SILL Board works throughout the year in preparation 
for the next season.  In many instances volunteers work directly 
with the SILL Board members in the area of marketing, public 
relations, technical support, programming, recruitment, commu-
nity outreach and special events.

If you have the interest and desire to join the many volunteers who 
are already involved, and wish to learn more, please contact:

	 Garnett Campbell, Volunteer Coordinator
	 941-388-0710
	 garnett617@tampabay.rr.com

From January through March, 2011, 
SILL is celebrating our 40th season of excellence 

and dedication to Lifetime Learning for those 
interested in contemporary global policy issues 

and great music.
We are most grateful to all the caring individuals who have, over 
the years, donated their time and expertise to take SILL into 
its 40th year and make it one of the finest series in Sarasota. 
We would love to have you join their illustrious ranks!

SILL needs more Volunteers and Friends. We are a 501(c) 3, 
non-profit organization with an all-volunteer board and staff. 
These dedicated individuals have important ties to experts in 
U.S. policy, world issues and leading musical artists and lec-
turers. From our humble beginnings, SILL has grown to at-
tracting more than 25,000 avid audience members a year, at-
tending close to 90 lectures in Sarasota and Venice. Last year, 
an additional 3200 people were able to see and hear these 
lectures via live simulcasts to four community residences. 

There are so many ways you may help us.  From board mem-
bers and  ticket takers,  to ushers and drivers, we need you. We 
need your donations, as well!  For more details on how you can 
get involved, please see the Friends of SILL page G46 and the 
Volunteer page G48. Visit us online at www.sillsarasota.org. 

VOLUNTEERS

G48

Beckie Allen
John Allen
Julia Archer
Jane Baisley
Rick Banks
Sue Banks
Shirley Boheim
Shirley Booth
Sonny Borkum
Bill Brodrick
Terry Brodrick
Paul  Brunelle
Theresa Bulman
Doris Burke
John Burke
Adrienne Cipolla
Carmine Cipolla
Lisa Crump
Roger Crump
Julie Dagnon
Cheryl Escott
Bill Fearen
Howard Finkel
Bill Forester

Bobbie (Barbara) Gleason
Bob Goldschmidt
Joan Goldschmidt
Suzi Harkola
Colleen Hart
Jean Huber
Bonnie Hurley
Judy Johnson
Milt  Kalafa
Lou Ann Koch
Jan LaHaie
Thelma Lemberg
Irwin Livon
Sandy Livon
Marge Mansbach
Tom Marquis
Chip Merrill
Suzie Merrill
Nan Miller
Bill Monigle
Tom Myers
Don Oakley
Marion Oakley
Mary Ellen O’Rourke

Viviane Paolini
Dale Povenmire
Justin Quinn
Joyce Rosenthal
Mandy Schultz
Nadine Schultz
Jill Simons
Barbara Smith
Sue Stam
Elaine Stanwood
Bernard Stecher
Bob Stewart
Joan Stocker
Pat Taylor
Susie Thomas
Connie Thompkins
Jewel Thompson
Peter Vince
Dorothy Wasilewski
Barbara Welch
Jo (Joan) Williams
Marsha Zed
Tom Zed

Your support 
is the key 

to expert speakers at 
affordable prices

The Global Issues Dr. Margaret L. Bates Lectures 
on January 20 and 21 are named in honor

of the late Dr. Margaret (Peggy) Bates, long-time SILL board member 
and a key contributor to SILL’s growth.

Our facilitators for this season’s Global Issues programs are:

Beth Cotner, Ken Hill, Don Leidel, Roy Turrett, 
Gwen Wilson, Marcella Woodworth
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www.sillsarasota.org 

Get Connected
to SILL!

Visit the SILL Web Site
Your Source For:

• Lecture and seminar schedules
• Speaker credentials

• Links to speaker associated web sites 
• The mission and history of SILL

Give Us Feedback:
• Send an email with comments and ideas

• Evaluate lectures using online form

Register Your Email Address to Get:
• Email updates on speakers and topics

• Advance notice of new programs

Throughout the season 
we will be adding information to the web site, 

so visit it often

Chet Thompson	 President
Mary Testa	 Exec VP*
Marcella Woodworth	 Secretary
Mac Nicoll	 Treasurer
Bill Bell	 Director
Ruth Bell	 Director
Donald R. Blivas	 Director
Garnett B. Campbell	 Director
Patricia G. Chapman	 Director
C. Beth Cotner	 Director
Robert Germain	 Director
Richard Hart*	 Director
Peter J. Huber*	 Director
June Lebell	 Director
Donald Leidel	 Director
Joan G. MacDonnell	 Director
Joy McIntyre	 Director
Dr. John McGruder Jr.*	 Director
Dr. Donald Savage	 Director
Dr. Frances Smith-Williams	 Director
Roy Turrett	 Director
Gwen Wilson	 Director
Archie Woodworth	 Director

ADJUNCT MEMBERS
Rick Banks
Dr. Dwight W. Hoover
Jane Hopkins
Irwin Livon
Lee Solomon
Connie Thompkins

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Robert G. Bailey*
Scott L Behoteguy*

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS
Dr. Martha Corry
Oliver Jim Hart
Jack Hawes
Dale Rieth
Joseph Roddy	

Find fellowship every Sunday at a
Unitarian Universalist Congregation.

Services are at 10:30 A.M. 

Nurture Your Spirit.
Help Heal Our World.

Venice: at Pinebrook & Edmondson Roads
www.uucov.org   941-485-2105

Sarasota: at 3975 Fruitville Road
www.uusarasota.org  941-371-4974
Bradenton: at 322 15th Street West

www.uuofbradenton.org  941-746-0067

BOARD MEMBERS

*	Former SILL Board 
	 President
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sarasota

(941) 487-3800
(866) 2-INDIGO

1223 Blvd. of the Arts, Sarasota
www.srqhotel.com

Enter serenity and renewal at Hotel Indigo. 
Located in the heart of the Arts District, 
downtown and nearby Sarasota bay, the 
invigorating seaside cottage lifestyle hotel 
is a refreshing escape when traveling on 
business and leisure. Courtesy airport 
shuttle, complimentary parking and a  
gourmet bistro. 

Hotel IndigoPlymouth Harbor – just as committed today to 
life-long learning and inspired living as our 
resident Dr.Evelyn Duvall was in 1972 when 
she founded SILL.

Plymouth Harbor is characterized by the beauty 
of our natural surroundings, a lively educational 
and cultural scene and a community of 
residents actively pursuing their diverse 
passions. Partnered with the peace-of-mind of a 
full continuum of healthcare services should they 
ever be needed,  Plymouth Harbor is always 
the wise choice. 

Call us today for a tour of our award-winning 
campus, luxury residential apartments and 
resort-style amenities.

(941) 365-2600
700 John Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, Florida 34236 

 www.PlymouthHarbor.org

A Not-For-Profit Continuing Care Retirement  
Community (CCRC).  OIR #88039

PLYMOUTH HARBOR • Full Page 3.25” x 7.875”• SILL 2011
GRIGSBY DESIGN • 561-870-3047 • ANNE@GRIGSBYDESIGN.COM



G54 G55

Jacaranda Trace & Sarasota Bay Club –
Two Outstanding Senior Living Communities,

One Outstanding Management Team.

Financially Strong, Experienced, and Capable.
Committed To Serving The Individual Needs of Our 

Residents With Love, Support, and Security.

Venice, Florida
(941) 408-2050

www.JacarandaTrace.com

Sarasota, Florida
(941) 552-3284

www.SarasotaBayClub.com

Over 25 Years of Successful Senior Community Management

www.RoskampPatterson.com

Situated on a 140-acre nature preserve midway
between Tampa and Sarasota, Freedom Plaza at
Sun City Center is one of the area’s premier Life
Care retirement communities. Freedom Plaza offeres
an active, maintenance-free lifestyle and a Life
Care benefit that includes unlimited long-term
care through our Value Plan contracts*. More
than half our residents are retired military personnel
or federal employees. You will find one of the most
intellectually and professional diverse resident
populations anywhere.

BOCCE BALL COURT • FITNESS • MOVIES
CLUBS • BRIDGE • DANCING • DINING

SHOPPING • GOLF • TRAVEL … And More!

Call (813) 634-1824 to schedule
your complimentary luncheon and tour.

Exceptional Experiences Every Day is a Service Mark of Brookdale Senior Living Inc., Nashville, TN, USA. 51111EF-RES02-0710

FREEDOM PLAZA SUN CITY CENTER

Exceptional
Experiences Every DaySM

We wanted Life Care so we
wouldn’t be a burden on our

children. Our friends were moving
here and with the amenities, the
sooner you move the better.

- Ardis & Andy Nash

We visited nine communities
from Tampa to Venice and
Freedom Plaza stood apart
from the crowd. And the golf
course was a major attraction.

- Jean & Jack Williams

A Life Care Community
1010 American Eagle Blvd., Apt. 114, Sun City Center, FL 33573

www.brookdaleliving.com

Sponsored by the Retired Officers’ Corp. Open to folks from all walks of life.
*As outlined in our Value Plan Contract.
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June LeBell

OVERVIEW

	 Global Issues and discussions of politics and history started 
four decades ago when some retirees got together and decided they wanted 
to share their expertise with their friends. Since then, SILL has expanded 
beyond its founders’ wildest dreams.

The Music Mondays series was the brain child of Herman Baar, a great 
lover of all things musical. Herman called me soon after I moved here from 
New York City in 2002, inviting me to lecture on the “Music Education” 
portion of SILL. I almost turned him down. After all, I’d heard so much 
about SILL: it had the finest, smartest, most eloquent speakers in the state 
of Florida. That terrified me.

But I took a deep breath and agreed to speak about…19th century 
Austrian composers with a focus on Gustav Mahler. Fortunately, the day 
I was scheduled to face the SILL audience, a good friend and musical 
colleague from my WQXR days was in town with his pianist and they agreed 
to appear with me and perform some of Mahler’s songs. Since interviewing 
and eliciting intelligent commentary from people with considerably more 
knowledge than I has always been my forte, baritone Marcus deLoach and 
pianist/conductor Thomas Bagwell pretty much took over and, with their 
charm and brilliance rubbing off on me, I came out looking really good.
 
Herman then invited me to join the SILL board and, after he retired, I 
was asked to chair the Music division of the series. Herman moved to 
California to be with his son and has since passed away. But we must 
always remember that without his guiding force, Music Mondays would 
probably not exist.

This year, in honor of Herman Baar and SILL’s 40th anniversary, 
Music Mondays is presenting people whose great careers in music have 
changed our lives. Jazz pianist Dick Hyman, legendary dancer Jacques 
d’Amboise, pianist Robert Levin, conductor Leif Bjaland, soprano Lauren 
Flanigan, tenor Robert White, composers Robert Ward and Robert Bolcom, 
singers Joan Morris and Marni Nixon and broadcasters Robert Sherman 
and Martin Bookspan are among our star-studded guests.

SILL’s Music Mondays is not our parent’s music education class. It’s fun, 
witty, moving, stirring, uplifting and inspiring. I’ll be interviewing most of 
our guests and I can assure you that Music Mondays will change your mu-
sical lives and make an impression that will polish your cultural outlook.
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Great Performers

Dick Hyman
World renowned jazz pianist,
arranger and composer
in live and recorded
performances

Friday, January 7, 2011
10:30 AM in person at 

�Holley Hall
2 Free Tickets at Holley Hall

709 N Tamiami Trail **

10:30 AM Live Simulcast� on your 
computer You must pre-register at: 

www.heraldtribune.com/sill by January 4th

2:30 PM in person at Unitarian
Universalist Congregation

2 Free Tickets at Paper Pad Store
327 W. Venice Ave **

*January 6 Global Issues program see p G2
** Pick up in person starting Dec 13 while supplies last

For more details visit:

www.si l lsarasota.org
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JANUARY 24
Robert White, tenor   Robert’s ebullient personality and 
unpredictable ability to burst into song at any moment will 
have you laughing and crying as the world’s greatest living 
Irish tenor sings and speaks his way into your heart.

JANUARY 31
Michael Lasser, presenting “Fred & Ginger” Ginger Rogers 
and Fred Astaire weren’t able to make it in person to Sarasota, 
so they sent their favorite emissary, Michael Lasser, to show 
some of their films and talk about the great music they made 
together.

FEBRUARY 7
Lauren Flanigan, soprano This star of the Metropolitan, La 
Scala and New York City Opera is a dramatic powerhouse 
whose live performances and conversation will leave you 
breathless.

Robert Levin, Artistic Director, Sarasota Music Festival 
Find out how Bob Levin became the enthusiastic, energetic  
ball of musical fire we all know. Of course there’s fun conver-
sation and lots of musical illustrations.

FEBRUARY 14

FEBRUARY 21

FEBRUARY 28

MARCH 7

MARCH 14

MARCH 21

MARCH 28

Marni Nixon  A household voice with superstar status, Marni 
will entertain and entrance you with her voice, film excerpts 
and stories of her exciting life on and behind the stage.

arasota MUSIC PROGRAM

Music Mondays Series
Mondays, 10:30 am

Holley Hall

Leif Bjaland, Artistic Director & Conductor, Sarasota 
Orchestra   Go behind the scenes as Maestro Bjaland speaks 
with June LeBell and musically illustrates his concepts about 
conducting, programming and stimulating creative ideas.

JANUARY 10

“Great
Performers” 

JANUARY 17

William Bolcom, composer/pianist, & Joan Morris, mezzo 
This dynamic musical duo has more recordings of the music 
you love than you can begin to imagine. Hear them reminisce 
as they relive their careers.

Martina Arroyo This world renowned soprano, whose super-
star career has taken her from the stages of every important 
opera house in the world to multiple appearances on The 
Tonight Show, is also uproariously funny. Great Performers at 
SILL is honored to have Martina join us!

Los Trabas Betsy and Fernando Traba, principal flute and 
principal bassoon of the Sarasota Orchestra, are familiar 
faces to local audiences but their stories span the musical 
world. Hear them perform and talk about their careers and 
lives, on stage and off.

Jacques d’Amboise  One of the most dynamic performers in 
the world, Jacques returns to SILL to discuss his star-studded 
career on stage and screen with video excerpts that will give 
you an emotional and esthetic boost.

Robert Ward  Sarasota Opera is giving the local premiere of 
this great American composer’s “The Crucible,” on its 50th 
anniversary. Hear excerpts from this and other works of Ward 
as he talks about his career and music with June.

WQXR Round Table with Robert Sherman, Martin Bookspan, 
and June LeBell   Go behind the microphones with three of 
New York’s classical music radio mavens as they talk about 
and illustrate some of their great moments on the air.

To place ticket orders, 
go to the SILL order form on page G36-G37



M6

JANUARY 17
Robert Levin, Artistic Director, Sarasota Music Festival 
Find out how Bob Levin became the enthusiastic, energetic  
ball of musical fire we all know. Of course there’s fun conver-
sation and lots of musical illustrations.

JANUARY 24
Robert White, tenor   Robert’s ebullient personality and 
unpredictable ability to burst into song at any moment will 
have you laughing and crying as the world’s greatest living 
Irish tenor sings and speaks his way into your heart.

JANUARY 31
Michael Lasser, presenting “Fred & Ginger” Ginger Rogers 
and Fred Astaire weren’t able to make it in person to Sarasota, 
so they sent their favorite emissary, Michael Lasser, to show 
some of their films and talk about the great music they made 
together.

Leif Bjaland, Artistic Director & Conductor, Sarasota 
Orchestra   Go behind the scenes as Maestro Bjaland speaks 
with June LeBell and musically illustrates his concepts about 
conducting, programming and stimulating creative ideas.

enice MUSIC PROGRAM

JANUARY 10

FEBRUARY 7

Marni Nixon  A household voice with superstar status, Marni 
will entertain and entrance you with her voice, film excerpts 
and stories of her exciting life on and behind the stage.

FEBRUARY 21
William Bolcom, composer/pianist, & Joan Morris, mezzo 
This dynamic musical duo has more recordings of the music 
you love than you can begin to imagine. Hear them reminisce 
as they relive their careers.

FEBRUARY 28

Lauren Flanigan, soprano This star of the Metropolitan, La 
Scala and New York City Opera is a dramatic powerhouse 
whose live performances and conversation will leave you 
breathless.

FEBRUARY 14

WQXR Round Table with Robert Sherman, Martin Bookspan, 
and June LeBell   Go behind the microphones with three of 
New York’s classical music radio mavens as they talk about 
and illustrate some of their great moments on the air.

“Great Performers” 

Martina Arroyo For a generation, from the stages of the 
world’s most prestigious opera houses — New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera, the Paris Opera, 
London’s Covent Garden, Milan’s La Scala, 
the Vienna State Opera and the Buenos Aires 
Teatro Colón — to the concert halls of Salzburg, 
Berlin, Rome, Paris and New York, the name 
of Martina Arroyo has been synonymous with 
music making of the highest order.

Famous for her interpretations of Verdi, Puccini, Strauss and 
Mozart, Ms. Arroyo has had the honor of three opening night 
performances at the Metropolitan Opera, two of them in consecu-
tive seasons. Ms. Arroyo has made more than 50 recordings 
of major operas and orchestral works with such conductors as 
Leonard Bernstein, Karl Böhm, Rafael Kubelik, Zubin Mehta, 
Thomas Schippers, Riccardo Muti, Claudio Abbado, James Levine 
and Colin Davis.  

 A Trustee Emerita of the Hunter College Foundation, she has also 
served as an artistic advisor of the Harlem School of the Arts, 
the Singers Development Foundation, and the Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra, among others.  In 2003, she established The Martina 
Arroyo Foundation to work with young singers. 

Having delighted television and radio audiences with over twenty 
appearances on the “Tonight Show” on NBC-TV, she is a frequent 
guest and moderator on radio’s “Singers Roundtable,” the live 
intermission feature of the Saturday afternoon broadcasts from 
the Metropolitan Opera.

Leif Bjaland Hailed by Sir Georg Solti as “a most musical 
young conductor with great future potential,” 
Leif Bjaland was selected by Leonard Bernstein 
in 1988 to conduct the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra as part of the American Conductors 
Program. Since then, Mr. Bjaland has gained 
a reputation as an “orchestra builder” and his 
work with both the Sarasota Orchestra and the 
Waterbury (Connecticut) Symphony Orchestra 

has endeared him to audiences and musicians. 

Deeply committed to the value of live orchestral music as an 
essentially enriching component of community and individual 
lives, Bjaland’s innovative and multilayered programming invites 
audiences to listen in a whole different way. His experimentation 
with formats and new technologies energize both musicians and 
audiences, resulting in critically acclaimed performances and full 
houses.  

Mr. Bjaland’s guest conducting appearances have included the 
internationally renowned Ravinia Festival in an all-Bernstein 
Concert with the Chicago Symphony, the Music in the Mountains 
Festival in Durango, Colorado, the San Francisco Symphony, the 
National Symphony, Rochester Philharmonic, Detroit Symphony, 
and the Utah Symphony.

A B O U T  O U R  S P E A K E R S
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William Bolcom and Joan Morris   According to the 
Chicago Sun-Times, “Bolcom and Morris may be the best thing 

to happen to American popu-
lar song since the invention 
of sheet music.” The duo of  
Bolcom and Morris have de-
lighted audiences around the 
world since 1973.

William Bolcom, composer, pianist and raconteur, was one of the 
driving forces behind the ragtime revival in the 1970s. He is the 
prolific composer of works from rags to operas. As an accompa-
nist, his lively and harmonically rich touch is impeccably tuned to 
every nuance of Joan Morris’s voice.

Chanteuse Joan Morris brings out a veritable cast of characters 
to sing each of her songs —According to the Chicago Tribune, 
“She projects not just a song, but the character singing it, and 
gives that character her own irresistibly funny and winning 
personality.”

The duo has 24 recordings to their credit, including their 
Grammy-nominated debut, “After the Ball.” 

The San Francisco Examiner said, “Together the couple is, to bor-
row the title of an early Bolcom opera, ‘dynamite tonight.’ His 
brilliantly propulsive, imaginative embellished pianism provides 
her with a strong rhythmic framework. And Morris plumbs every 
number for its specific emotional content.”

Jacques d’Amboise After his appearance at SILL two years 
ago, audience members were still qvelling a 
week later. That’s the way Jacques d’Amboise 
affects people. His enormous energy, zest for 
life and enthusiasm spark audiences whether 
he’s dancing, speaking, choreographing or 
teaching.

One of the greatest male dancers of the 20th 
century, d’Amboise was a principal with the New York City Ballet 
where George Balanchine created many works specially for him. 

He was the featured dancer in several hallmark movies includ-
ing “Carousel,” and “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,” and ap-
peared numerous times on major television programs from “The 
Ed Sullivan Show” to “The Bell Telephone Hour.” A recipient of 
The MacArthur Fellowship, he also was a recipient of the Kennedy 
Center Honors.

In May  1999, at almost 65, Jacques  started a seven month trek 
on the Appalachian Trail to raise money for the National Dance In-
stitute, which he founded in 1976. He had choreographed a “Trail 
Dance” that he taught to anyone he met on the way, willing to 
learn, and asked them  to teach it to two people they knew and 
ask the same of them. The trek was filmed for a documentary by 
director John Avildsen, known for his movies, “Rocky” and “Ka-
rate Kid.”  Jacques ended the trek on Saturday December the 18, 
1999 after hiking a distance of 2,157 miles. 

Martin Bookspan, known for his many years as The Voice 
of the New York Philharmonic, was also Com-
mentator for “Live From Lincoln Center” for 30 
years, since the very first broadcast in January, 
1976. Martin’s lifelong love and appreciation 
for music has let him to associations with the 
Boston Symphony, the New York Philharmonic, 
WQXR, and television Channel 7 News and 
Channel 11 News in New York City.

Martin Bookspan is the author of “101 Masterpieces of Music and 
Their Composers,” (Doubleday), as well as biographies of Zubin 
Mehta and André Previn, written with Ross Yockey. In the non-
broadcast arena, he has served as a consultant to the Arts Pro-
gram of the Rockefeller Foundation, as a panelist on  the National 
Endowment for the Arts and  as Director of the Concert Division 
of ASCAP. He currently serves as Chairman of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation.

In celebrating his 80th birthday at Tanglewood in the summer of 
2006, the Boston Symphony dedicated a concert broadcast to his 
fabled career. He not only served as co-host, but excerpts were 
played from interviews he conducted with Serge Koussevitzky 
(1949) and Leonard Bernstein (1989).

Lauren Flanigan   The New York Times has compared 
Lauren Flanigan to Maria Callas. New York 
Newsday called her “an adrenaline diva.” New 
York trumpeted her role last spring as Christine 
in Richard Strauss’s Intermezzo at New York 
City Opera as “the operatic performance of the 
season.”

In fact, Lauren Flanigan is one of today’s great-
est and best known opera-singing actresses. She  made headlines 
during the Metropolitan Opera’s 1992-93 season by substituting 
for an ailing Aprile Millo in Verdi’s I Lombardi with no stage re-
hearsal and opposite Luciano Pavarotti, going on to repeat the 
performance six more times, one of which was televised. She’s 
sung the roles of Lady Macbeth, Queen Elizabeth and Lizzie Bor-
den’s stepmother. 

She has appeared in leading roles with the Met, La Scala, Glyn-
debourne, and New York City Opera. In the past eleven years, she 
has sung eighty-five different operas, including five world pre-
mieres written for her. 

Flanigan is working with the Martina Arroyo Foundation, help-
ing young singers and was twice honored by Irish America 
Magazine as one of its “Top 100 Irish Americans” for her concert 
series Comfort Ye, which raises food and clothing for New York’s 
homeless.
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Dick Hyman One of the most celebrated musicians alive 
today, pianist, arranger, music director and 
composer,  Dick Hyman has been making 
music with the likes of Benny Goodman, Doc 
Severinson and Ruth Laredo for more than a 
half-century.  Mr. Hyman has recorded the 
piano music of Scott Joplin, Jelly Roll Morton, 
James P. Johnson, Eubie Blake and Fats Waller, 
Irving Berlin, Harold Arlen, Cole Porter, George 
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers and Duke Ellington. 

He is also known for his film scores for many of Woody Allen’s 
movies and scores for Moonstruck; Scott Joplin, King of Rag-
time; and The Lemon Sisters. His music has also been heard in 
The Mask, Billy Bathgate, Two Weeks Notice, and other films. Mr. 
Hyman is a Yamaha pianist and lives in Venice, Florida, with his 
wife, Julia Hyman, the sculptor.

Robert Levin Known best to Sarasota audiences as a pas-
sionate pianist, exciting speaker and musical 
entrepreneur of the Sarasota Music Festival,  
Robert Levin has been heard throughout the 
United States, Europe, Australia, and in Asia, in 
recital, as soloist, and in chamber concerts. His 
solo engagements include orchestras from At-
lanta to Vienna with such conductors as James 
Conlon, Bernard Haitink, Sir Neville Marriner, 

Seiji Ozawa, Sir Simon Rattle and Joseph Silverstein. 

In addition to his performances in Sarasota, he has appeared 
frequently at other renowned festivals including Tanglewood, 
Ravinia, Bremen, Lockenhaus, and the Mozartwoche in Salzburg. 
After more than a quarter century as an artist faculty member at 
the Sarasota Music Festival he succeeded Paul Wolfe as Artistic 
Director in 2007.   

In addition to his live appearances, Levin has made numerous 
recordings. A flamboyant and brilliant speaker, Robert Levin is 
as entertaining as a music lecturer as he is enlightening at the 
keyboard.

Michael Lasser According to the Principal Pops Conduc-
tor of the Rochester Philharmonic, “Michael 
Lasser is a walking encyclopedia of…American 
song.” A favorite speaker at SILL, Lasser is the 
author of several books on American popular 
music, Tin Pan Alley and Broadway. Best of all, 
he is entertaining, funny, warm and a great 
communicator. 

In preparing for SILL’s 40th anniversary “Great Performers” 
season, Lasser volunteered, “I’ll give you some great performers: 
Fred and Ginger.” And, next to the dancing, singing pair them-
selves – who were not available to fly to Sarasota – there could 
not be anyone better than Lasser to speak for them.

Lasser and Philip Furia are co-authors of America’s Songs: The 
Stories Behind the Songs of Broadway, Hollywood, and Tin Pan 
Alley.  Those songs are the basis for his nationally syndicated 
public radio program, Fascinatin’ Rhythm, winner of a 1994 
Peabody Award. He is currently at work on a new book, tentatively 
titled That Pleasant Ache: How Long Song Lyrics Sang About Us, 
1900-1950.  

Marni Nixon The American soprano, Marni Nixon, is known 
in the popular world as the singing voice behind 
the stars of “West Side Story,” “The King and 
I” and “My Fair Lady.” An accomplished singer 
in her own right, she has sung opera, classical 
song and appeared on Broadway. 

Marni Nixon was the singing voice of Audrey 
Hepburn, Deborah Kerr, Natalie Wood, Jeanne 

Crain and Marilyn Monroe, to name only a few. They, on the other 
hand, were her face. But Marni Nixon has a face -- and voice -- all 
her own, as she has been demonstrating to audiences for five 
decades.

Trained in opera, yet possessing a versatile voice for pop music 
and easy standards as well, she has performed and recorded the 
music of Leonard Bernstein, Arnold Schoenberg and Igor Stra-
vinsky. She toured extensively with Liberace and Victor Borge, 
showing her ability as a comedienne, in addition to her musical 
talents. And, in recent years, she has appeared on Broadway and 
in national touring companies of “Follies,” “The Sound of Music,” 
and “My Fair Lady.”  

Besides her singing career, Marni Nixon is also an actress, re-
cently nominated for an Ovation award. She gives master-classes 
throughout the country in musical theater and classical song.

A B O U T  O U R  S P E A K E R SA B O U T  O U R  S P E A K E R S

We salute SILL on its contributions
to the cultural life of Sarasota

SARASOTA CONCERT ASSOCIATION
Sixty-six years of exceptional 
concerts at the lowest
possible prices

Concerts presented at
The Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
Call (941) 955-0040 for ticket information

For more speaker & topic details visit our web site
www.sillsarasota.org

941-365-6404
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Robert Ward Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his dramatic 
opera, “The Crucible,” based on Arthur Miller’s 
play, Robert Ward is one of America’s foremost 
composers. A student of Howard Hanson at The 
Eastman School and an award-winning gradu-
ate of The Juilliard School, Ward has written 
symphonies, chamber works, songs and op-
eras. 

The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians describes 
Ward’s music “...as largely from Hindemith…” with “consider-
able influence of Gershwin.” Accessible, romantic, dramatic and 
exciting, Robert Ward’s works have been performed all over the 
world by major orchestras and opera companies. But he is best 
known for “The Crucible,” which is having its local premiere this 
season at the Sarasota Opera.

Robert White Debuting as a boy of 6, Robert White has been 
appearing professionally before the public for 
more than 50 years. He exemplifies the prin-
ciple that vocal longevity stems from a sound 
technique.

Coming from a musical family (his father was 
one of the greatest Irish tenors of the early 20th 
century), tenor Robert White has made a career 

charming audiences with his beautiful voice, musical versatility 
and a stage presence that has won him accolades all over the 
world. White, who received his master’s degree at Juilliard, has 
been a member of the voice faculty since 1992. A dedicated ad-
vocate of contemporary music, he presented a New York recital 
recently, premiering newly commissioned songs by no fewer than 
19 noted American composers. But his versatile voice and mu-
sicianship have led him to sing works from oratorio to opera, 
Broadway to Ireland, and from cabaret theaters to recording stu-
dios. 

On his punningly titled CD, “Berlin Lieder,” he offers 26 songs 
by Irving Berlin with the great mezzo, Marilyn Horne, and pianist 
Dick Hyman. His recordings of songs that were the favorites of 
Princess Grace, and the multi-disc set that contains some of the 
greatest songs ever written, from Handel to Gershwin, are a trea-
sure trove of great singing and great music.

The March 2002 issue of Opera News posed the question, “With 
whom might the mantle of John McCormack now most justly 
rest? The connection between New York-born Robert White and 
McCormack is plain for all to hear.” 

It is appropriate that one of the songs he performs on Berlin 
Lieder is called “Let Me Sing and I’m Happy.” So are his audi-
ences. 
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Robert Sherman A versatile speaker, author and music 
critic, New York audiences know Robert 
Sherman as host, for 23 years, of WQXR’s 
“The Listening Room,”  the Avery Fisher Career 
Grant Awards at Lincoln Center, and his multiple 
award-winning folk series “Woody’s Children.”

On the faculty of the Juilliard School, 
Robert Sherman has given seminars at Oberlin, 

Yale, the Eastman School, the University of Arizona, the Mannes 
College of Music, and the Pennsylvania Academy of Music, where 
he is also chairman of the Advisory Council.

A music critic and columnist for The New York Times for over 
25 years, Sherman has written two books with Victor Borge, is 
the co-author of “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Classical Music,” 
and with his brother, Alexander Sherman, has compiled a pictorial 
biography of their mother, the renowned pianist Nadia 
Reisenberg. 

Betsy Hudson Traba has served as the Principal Flutist of 
the Sarasota Orchestra and the Sarasota Wind 
Quintet since 1993. She is the former Princi-
pal Flutist of the Hofer Symphoniker in Hof, 
Germany, where she performed as a featured 
soloist on nine concerts during a two-year 
period. A native of Cleveland, Ohio, she studied 
with William Hebert and Jeffrey Khaner while 
earning a Bachelor of Music degree Summa 

Cum Laude from Baldwin-Wallace College, followed by a Master 
of Music degree earned at the Manhattan School of Music as a 
student of Julius Baker. 

Ms. Traba has been heard frequently as a soloist throughout 
West Central Florida, including guest artist performances with 
the La Musica International Chamber Music Festival, Artist’s 
Series of Sarasota and the Charlotte Symphony as well as multiple 
concerto performances with the Sarasota Orchestra.
 

Fernando Traba, Principal Bassoon of the Sarasota 
Orchestra, is a native of Mexico City, Mexico. 
Mr. Traba has served as Principal Bassoon with 
all five major orchestras in Mexico City, as well 
as the Orchestra of the Principality of Asturias 
in Oviedo, Spain, the National Opera Orchestra 
in Lisbon, Portugal and the Orquesta Sinfon-
ica de Mineria in Mexico City. Mr. Traba holds 
Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from 

The Cleveland Institute of Music and has done postgraduate work 
at the Juilliard School.  

Yes, Betsy and Fernando are husband and wife. They are the 
proud parents of Isabel and Mercedes.
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To place ticket orders, 
go to the SILL order form on page G36-G37




